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movemen t ( 1930 ) ; p c>..l' ticipated in Civil lJisobedience 

movement ( 1932); imprisoned for h i s pol i tiCal 

a ctivities ( 1932) ; 'ii2. S Royist :first but later 
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rarl i 21!lentry ijecretary ( 194 6 ); st al' ted a Marathi 

dai l y P rakash at ,;jatara ( 1948 ); l\1inister for Civi l 

SuP Plies, Bombay ~ 1952) ; Chie f !,Tinister , Bombay 

State and later Mahare_s:1trf:~ (1956- 1962 ); as 

Minister h<.;ld VIj..ri ou s por tfolios a t the c ent re 

(1962- 77) ; lie :1Uty l lx' lme IfL iniBtcI' al1ll Mini s ter for 

Home Affair:s ( July 1979-J an . 1980 ); died. on 

25 Nov . 1984 . 
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Oral History Interview 
wi th 

Shri Y.B. Chavan 
New Delhi 

July 1,1978 
by 

Dr Hari Dev Sharma 
f or The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library 

Dr Hari Dev Sharma: What were the formative influences 

on y ou? 

~hri Y.B. Chavan: 'Nell, I can tell you· about the formativE 

influences on me • . Like millions of children of poor peasants, 

I was born in a small village of two thousand population. 

But I spent most of the childhood time not in my own tOv.tl, 

but in nanihal as you may call it. And that house was the 

nouse of a small peasan t who had about five acres of 1 and. 

k3 my father died very early, my education waS interrupted 

ther e for a couple of yea;cs. I went to primary school 

rather 1 ate · in my life. But I used to go to the farms to 

look after the cattle, spent my time there, mixed with 

peopl e of different communi ties, particularly the boys · of 

the Muslim communi ty. There was a backward cl aSs community, 

called Ramoshis in my neighbourhood. As a matter of fact, 

influences of all the communi ties ·was on me. I waS never 

brought up in one kind of exelusi ve atmosphere. Near my house­

hold there were families of weaver class also. 

My mater nal ·uncle, my aunt and my 

cousin s were brought up in that at mosphere. I waS in that 

vill age up to the age of seven. I know what poverty is. 

I remember, only for the sake of formality, they used to 
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li ght the lamp in the evening, but we used to go to bed 

early to save kerosene. we w:;re told that we must make 

the maximum use of' sunlight to read or ,play or do whatever 

we liked. We used to si t in the moonlight, talk about 

things, read and tell stories. It was a typical life of 

milli ons of peasant boys anywhere in the country. This is 

what I would say about my early days. 

Later on, my mother wi th my el der 

brothers started living in Karad, which became my homet cwn ; , 

when I shifted from that small Village, Devarashtra, to 

this place. I spent the ' rest of' my early life here and 

completed my matriculation. This place was rather a very 

active place, politically. ~here was a high school, a f'ew 

primary schoOls, two civil courts, quite a good bar and a 

few doctors. So there was an atmosphere of education and 

pol:ttics. I came to lolow all about the national movement 

and i ts developments in the country in that small tov.n. 

~harma: 

there? 

Chav an : -

Was there any eminent local politician 

Yes, there were quite a few of them. 

G.S. Altekcr, who later on became Member of Parliament, is 

still living. Batane , a local merchant, was a very brave 

and patriotic man. Gokhale, vb.o is now nearly in his eight­

ies, Was a graduate. He never took a job and deVoted his 

life t o public service. But the most important inf'luence 

to whi ch I would like to ,refer to, when I was growing, was 
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that of SatYashodhak moveme.nt on my .family. 

~harma: That waS a very po werful movement. 

Chavan : That was a very powerful movement in 

the rural areas, amongst the non-Br ahmin s of those days. 

My elder brother, Ganpatrao, was qui te an enthusiastic 

worker in that movement. Naturally, I was very much 

influenced by the great Jyotiba Phule. I came to know about 

him and respected him from qui te all early age. I must say 

that I had heard his name even before I had heard the names 

of BaJ. Gangadhar Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi. This was the 

type of influence that Jyotiha Phule had there. 

But, later on, I bec6ame more interest­

ed in reading historical novels and newspapers. Then I 

understood that I was not much interested in what I was 

hearing in my house. I wanted to know something more about 

what was happening outside. .And the most powerful influence 

on me came, when J atindranath Das was on fast and I was 

reading about him in the papers. He was dying every day 

a slow death-and y,hen ul timately he di ed, it had a 

tremendous impact on me. I thought t .hat there was somethin 

very high in life, for which one coUld sacrifice one's life. 

And what was that? One must try to find it out. Who were 

.the people who were trying for it? That was why I got 

attracted tower ds a wider national and patriotic m~vement. 

I tried to read about Tilak, G.G. Agarkar and G.K. Gokhale. 
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I joinedthe school named after Lokamany 

Til ak in my home town, ,} where I read a lot about Lokamanya 

~il ak. And once you ge t in to this thing, then yc u get " a 

l ittle more blO:;id~n~ I started going to the library, 

cultivating new types of friends, began new types of 

associations and came completely under that influence. I 

t hought that Jyotiba Phule' s mov 'ement was certainly progres 

i ve, but the politics in that movement was rather sectarian. 

I t was called non-Brahmin movement. It ceased to attract m 

Sharma: Had it turned into an anti-.tlrahmin 

movement? 

Chavan: Yes, it had. It was called non-

Brahmin movement. 

Sharma: - That is all ri gh t, non-!'I'ahmini am in 

t hat sense, bu t don't you think that it is qUi te another 

t hing 'to be anti-Br ahmin? 

Ch av an s Ther e was an el em en t of an ti-Br ahmini -=:.;...;:;;-
t here. People saw that in the villages they (Brahmins) 

were the landlords, in the toms they had lots of money., 

a cquired through right or wrong ways, and th'ey exploi ted in 

the name of being Br ahmins. They v.ere better-living pe opla, 

wi th better opportunities in li f e. Opportunities of 

e ducation were refused to the non-:Brahmins because the 

Br ahmins monopoli sed everything. 

Sh arma: D.i. d you ever come across a phenomenon 

in which, for example, a Brahmin doctor discriminated again 
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a n on_Brahmin patient, charged him mor e, or Was neglectful? 

Ch avan: -,-..-......... = I cannot say that, at least I do. r;tot 

kn ow of any such instance. This was a general feeling. It 

i s very difficul t to prove all these things. 

Sharma: -Anyhow, that fe el ing was there at 

t hat time. 

Ch avan : - Yes. Positions and pri viI eges were 

g i ven to them in poiitics, in social li f e, . in religious life 

and in cUl1ural life. Even in the village a Brahmin· occupied 

a very important pl a ce. He wa s a landl ord. He waS what 

we used to cal-l kulkarni in Mahare.shtra villages, re cord­

k e eper. They were qUi te expert record-keepers. He was a 

h ated per son in the Village. 

Sh arma: - But I think his profession waS that. 

Ch avan: I am not justifying it now. But the 

i mpression it gave to the peo.ple waS that he was associated 

wi th this class. That is what I saY, tha.t I got out of . 
t h ese influences ·very early in my life. I said: It is all 

i r rationaJ. • 

'§h arma: 

i n nuence? 

Ch avan : . 

As you read more, you outgrew that 

I outgrew that :influence very early , 

in my life. As I h ave told you, I b ecame qUite attracted 

towards the national movement. I read a lot about Savarkar, 

a very adventurous life of patriotism, his suf ferings 

f or the country. I thou ght that there was some higher 
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caus e for whi ch one codd suffer and one coul d work hard 

for tha t • . people were sacrificing their li ves and were 

fac i n g m'any oth er difficul ti es. The life of Lokamanya 

i.t self became qui te attractive proposition to me. He 

st ar ted going to j ail early in his life. He was an educat­

ed person, a very intelligen't person. He dedicate his 

Whol e life for the nation. I thought that this Was 

some thing very heartening. So my values changed early in 

li fe . But I (must s~ that), I had to outgrow all this 

wi t h deliberate efforts. Then I was completely in a 

di fferent associ ati on· , patriotic association s and names 

like Lala Lajpat Rei, Motilal Nehru and Deshabandhu C.R.Das 

be c ame quite attractive to me. 

Sharma: - - Did Hari Narayan Apte's novels attract 

you? 

Ch av.an: Ye s, I mentioned 1;0 youthat I read 

hi s torical novels. I remember haVing read Hari Narayan 

Ap t e' s novel s Buch as Ushakdl .. , Gad Ala Pan Sinn Gel a and 

Sur Y,Mal.: . . ' Then I waS attracted towards another 

hi s torical novelist, who wrote about Shi vaji' s pel3iod. 

He was .. Nath madhav? So 'this was a watershed in my life. 

I r emembered Jatin Das inCident because for a growing 

chi ld's mind, it was a watershed. Those people (supporters 

of Sat~ . ~odhak movement) were merely finding faul t s ' wi th 

Brahminism, because there was, really speaking, a sort of 

k een competition for services. Opportuni ties in services 
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and educat.7 on wer: e denied t~ the non-Brahmin class • . They 

were monopolised by the Brahmin class who were getting all 

t he advantages under Bri tish rule. This WaS the basic 

thing. I fel t that, this was rather superficial, 

artificial. I got out of it. But, at t he same time, the 

progressive impulses of the Satya Shodhak movement remained, 

that soci al e quali ty had got its oy.,n pl ace in the scheme 

of things. It was impressed upon my mind very early • 

. Even when I joined the national movement and starte d 

t al king about Sweraj, the content of i:lwaraj, it became 

a very relevant issue for me. Therefore., the Karachi 

Resolution of 1931 waS something very important document 

for me --as important as the R.esolution of Independence 

passed at the Lahore Congress. It was an attempt, ·where 

it was tried for the first time to define what Swaraj 

should mean. I had been to the Karachi Congress as a · 

vol unteer from my town. I was about, l:believ.e, ;e.jghteen 

ye ars 01 d. I had already be en to j ail in 1930. So I was 

qualified for becoming a volunteer and people in my town 

col lected funds for me, and Batane, a Congress leader,-

who was our hero, took me with him. I was then read~ng 

in the fourth or fifth class:in a. middle school. As I 

started going to school late, I was comparativelY older 

than other boy s in my el ass; I knew something a Ii t tIe 
I 

mor e. 

Sharma: COUld you give us a picture of the 

pol i ti cal atmosphere in your district towards t~ close of 
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1920'1 

,2hav an: Before 1930, the influence of the 

n on-Brahmin movement waS predominant. I remember , in 1920 . 

e lections took place for the Councils and the Uongress 

n ever con tested those el ectio ns. In my district they 

were predominantly dominated by the non-Brahmin community, 

i f I may give you my impressions. 

But the things start ed changing from 

19 30. In 1930, Gandhiji' s Danc1i March brought about a 

psychological tra'"lsformation in the rural sid~. People 

became interested in the Congress movement; and even as a 

s choolboy, _ I started participating in the movement. Local 

"le aders assigned . .' us duty to go to the villages and talk 

t o the people. I started giving publiC addresses, 

or ganising small meetings in the villages . and·,I remember, 

a number of people used to flock to those meet i ngs --say 

10 0 or 200 pepple in a village. Everywhere, boys of 

s i xteen or seventeen went to address those meetings, and 

t r ansformation started coming in after 1930. 

Sh arma: - :By the w'tIQ, wb.at eli d you talk to 

t h em? 

We talked to themr. what Gandhiji was 

t al king about the Bri tish regime, c a u 'se~ cf" ·cur ,. pcvert y, 
c ompletelY ruining .our self-respect as a nation" , about 

Lokamanya Tilak and Mah atma Gandhi. 

had t ·akenoVerfr.om what Shivaji had done for· our country 
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( i. e. bringing SWat' aj) an dhow tl::ey v.en t to j ail. So we 

talked about these patri.otic t hings and sold Kh a di to them. 

~h arm a: Was the Congress Committee quite 

strong in your area? 

.Qhavan: I won't say ~ it waS an organisation 

as such,. It was by arid large a new sentiment, a new 

mov~m ent that attracted .the people. Organisc,tion was in 

the towns, ci ties, no-t in the villages. It came after the 

mid-1930s '. 

.eharma: From the time of Lokamanya Til ak, 

there waS feeling in Maharashtra that Gandhi and Lokamanya 

were a sort of opponents, their Wa;JS were different. What 

do you say? 

.Qhavan : I tell you, those things were confined 

to a certain eli te class. I neVer had that feeling, ' 

Tilak versus Gandhi. Positive aspect.s ,. ofGandht . and· Tilak 

Sharma~ - You mean to sa;! that . this hair-

spli tting was done only by the elite at a higher level? 

Chavan: Tha t was only cortfine d to the Br ahmin 

el ite, it was not a Maharashtra thing. Tilak was a great 

le a der, a great patriot. That waS what the people knew. 

Wh a t ·: Gandhiji viis doing was continuing his work of 

fi gh ting against Bri ti sh rule. 

'§harma: Who were your poli tical mento~ 
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Chavan : Well, I won t t say ther e was only 

one mentor as such or th at I learnt from one single 

in dividual and imbibed it. I read things, I had mown 

a lot . of good things, "lectures I heard, I learnt from many 

pe ople. I learnt from the general atmosphere and social 

upheaval that waS going on. But I can t t point out one 

indi'vidual figure from whom I learnt. I waJ3 a typical. 

pro d,u c t 0 f a m 0 v em en t , if I cans ay so. 

Sharma: Were you ever interested or attracted 

to wards revolutionary movement also? 

Chavan : - . 
I was. There waS a romantician 

ab ou t the terrorist movement-- life of ::lavarkar, then came 

Bhagat Singh and others. It waS the same period. One 

or two :friends of mine were interested in that. But the 

19 30' movement completely changed my outlook towards the 

ter rorist movement. Because it was a mass movement, a 

mass upsurge and peoplets action .. I outgrew this terrorist 

movement. For some time it might hav e -influemced.me. But 

it had not made a defini te impact on me. 

Gandhi ji' s Dandi March was an active 

pol i tical movement started from Ahmedabad and every day 

i t went on. I remember, we used to gather in small groups 

and tri ed to read every small news that was published in the 

p apers and got influenced by it. PubliC meetings were held 

practiCally every day in my town. We used to go to the 

me etings and listen to. the stories of Gandhijit s life and 

h ow he would go on. This certainly built up the atmospher e 
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In my OVlbl hometo wn , _ one of my friends, who is still living 

Shri H~i Bhau Lad, was lame,but a very brave person. He 

br oke the Sal t Act and went to jail for six months. .And 

he was our hero. We thought t hat we had all gme to jail. 

The main point I am making is that the 1930 movement, the 

Salt Satyagraha, made an impact on the people in the rural 

areaS. For me what was important was that the rural life 

was get ting inn uence d, b ec ause I was, though living in 

a City, a part of the rural life. Transformation was 

coming. A completely new movement was taking hold of the 

people's mind. Whai!ever impression or attraction .... e.s 

there in my mind for terrorist people (individually I had 

admiration for them because they were brave _people) their 

me thod never henceforward attracted me. 

~ h alr'lll a : 

also? 

Ch avan: 

Di.d the 1930 movement affect women 

It did, because I found a large 

n umb er' of women had started com:it..g out ani s om'e of them were 

addressing those meetings. It was qui te a liberating 

force in 1930. G-andhi ji was a liber ator of women in more 

than one sense. Of course, that wa s the beginning, but 

it c arne in a big way la!ter on in the. -1.94-05 . 

~haI'ma: Coming of women into public life, was 

ita new phenomenon in Mahar-ashtra? 

'£havan: Well, the movement for women's educ a­

tion and liberation had started qu~ te early in Maharashtr a. 
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In fact;, 1\1~hatJTB Phu]e' was tJ:e.fjrst !ll<;1n who started talking about 

women t S e duc ati on . also ·'· . - iJ .K . ' J<arve even 

before Mahatma Gan dhi. Kdrvp. did many . things in thi s resp ~ct. 

And Gandhiji also confined himself to tho s e ideas and made 

a mass impact on the people. 

Sharma: --------- Did Gandhiji become qui te popular 

among non-Br ahmins also? 

Chav an : Oh, yes. He was the first national 

I eader who made them i'orget non-Br abmini sm and made that; 

;imp act .. that the nation was something more important. .And 

wi thin thr ee or i'our year s, (1930 to 1934), ther e waS one 

el ecti on and the Uongr ess won it str aigh taway. N. V. lTadgil, 

who waS the Brahmin candidate, won that election • .And this 

sort of thing no longer affected the pepple. 

Iharma: iVhat do you think was the secre t of 

Gandhi ji' s popul ari ty allover Indi a, in all classes and 

all caste s'? How woul a. you expl ain thi s phenom.enon? 

.2hav an: Well, you see, people thought that he 

WaS the man : who had sacrificed ' everything and led a simple 

life_- his life was completely an open book for everyone to 

see. He had complete identifiCation with people t slife. 

Sharma: 
-;.;;;~-

They thought he waS one of them? 

Ch av an : He was one of them and for them. This 

was the message whi ch had reached the hearts of the people. 

I t was a magical , thing. I have se en it happen. It 
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happen ed not only wi th all of us, bu t wi th others also. 

Though later on, as I grew and read 

more ab out polities and other poli tic el phil'osophies, I 

started having doubts about Gandhiji' s philosophy in many 

respects; but I never had any doubt about his greatness 

and his being the leader of Indian politics. Therefore, 

though I became a sOCialist later on, I was always a 

soci ali st wi th my f e et on earth, thanks to Gandhiji. 

§harm a : Do you mean· to sas that you owe your 

r eali sm to him? 

,2h aV an : I do. I do owe my realism to Gandhij.i. 

Gandhiji war=· .vary .. a far~ighted and most realistiC parson. 

T hough sometimes he talked about things which wa never 

under st ood,' for example, Ram Rajya l . . we . ' know that it 

means Daridranarayan. These phrases we had understood. 

But I must say that it waS ultimately what the people 

though t, what the peopl e woui d Ii ke to do; to be away 

from t he people WaS ·unrealistic. As long as the people 

would like to go and do, that wa:s realistic. Throwing 

a bomb was not possible for all the people, therefore, 

it \!Jas unrealistiC. Satyagraha, joining some proceSSions, 

some meetings , shouting slogans against British imperialism, 

wearin g khaddar and giving up drinking of te.:a or liquor, .. 

these were s ome of the things in which the common man could 

participate. This was a r ealistic movement. 

Sharma: Did he come to your area. before 1930? -,------
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£havan: As a boy, I saw him in 1920 

in my tov..n of Kar ad. He came al ong .... vi th Ohaukat Ali. 

Sh@a: . Going back to the satya Sh .).dhak move-

men t, it was such a powerful movement that it i :nvol ve d a 

1 ar ge number of people. 

£havan: It was. 

Sh arma: lilio were the leaders who spearheaded 

t hi s movement in your ar ea? 

Chavan: - In my area, there were a large number 

o f district leaders who spearheaded this movement. I 

r emember, Bhau Saheb Kambe' s name, .who was active in my 

h ornet own and in surroun ding areas. Later on, Bhask~.ao 

J adhav, the leader from my district, waS elected on the 

t i cket of . thi s movement and he b~came Minister '. 

of Agrjcult:u~. A.B. Latthe was another leader :from Kolhapur 

H.e later on became Diwan of .Kolhapur. Then there were 

Kesavar:ao Vichare, Dhongi Patel and others. 

~Aa¢'ma: 

t his? 

'£havan : 

Vfu.at part did Shahu Mahaxaj play in 

Shahu Maharaj played an important 

part as he was Qne of the heroes of this movement. He 

di d quite a lot to bring about a change in social outlook. 

As a king', he started many n ew things for poor people, for 

untouchables, for women, for removing religious superiority 

of the Brahmin claSs " as a caste. People took inspiration 
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fr om the persons, I mention ed to you. People also took 

in spiration from j:;ahu Maharaj in the field of educ a tion Qf: t he 

m'asses. 

~harma: 

al s o? 

Chavan : -
.2h arma: 

He must have rendered financi al help 

That I don't mow. 

You mentioned singing parties. Did 

th'ey make use of t he t h eatre also,? 

,2hav an : 'Nell, tamashas we call it. Shahirs 

who used to sing "Powadas". Tamasha waS a mass theatre. 

It was a very powerfUl media of propaganda and it used 

j; 0 affect the rur a1 masses tremendou sly., Once or twice 

I a ttended the tamashas. I reme mb er the tamasha of Rambhau 

Ghatge of Kale, near by my village. The man had completely 

de di cated himself ',to this type of work~ 

, Sharma: The themes wer e social'? 

,Sh avan : Themes were soCial, how exploitation 

to ok place, how in the name of God, people were fooled, 

p ar ticul,arly by the Brahmin-- the 'so-called middleman betwee 

Go d and t h e people. Then, hoW kulkarni class exploited 

the poor peasants; ho w in th e name of law pleaders 

e xploited the people and how the poor people were opposed 

to these privileges. 

~h a:rma: Awakening'? 

This was only a sort of · awakening in 
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the sense of sel i -respect. Education of women and children 

was also the message of the Sat:y-a S:10dhak movement. 

~harm a: As a matter of fact, i~ combined both 

enter tainment and educati on'? 

Chavan: It was both. But it wa S mor e an .educ--
ti on . than ent ertainment. Tamasha was also an entertain-

men t , b ecause it . was done through song and dance. 

Sharma: - Did it produce some outsta11ding actor l 

an d dancers'? 

'£havan : . Th~ were in those days ac t ors, but 

I won 't say outstanding actors. They were known people. 

:E'or example, Ram Bhau G~tge of Kale. His name was a 

common name. When his tamasha came, p eople used to flock 

in thousands. 

~harma: 

Was i t a slow process? 

£hav an: I think: it was because people saw 

that t h ey were not trying to deal wi th the deeper issues 

and h ad ' only a negative approach and were trying to curry 

fav our with the government. General people got t he 

impr ession , tha:t they were not struggling against the 

'gov ernmerit. The r eal Cause of poverty and inequality was 

the f oreign domin ation --that anaJ.ysis was not coming from 

them. IVhen this analysis started coming from bi g·· '.: lead er 

like Gandhiji, Jawaharlalji, naturally these things were 
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easily represse d. It was a si ght to see thos e tQ.ings 

hapg:n:h;; bef ore my own eyes. rio s:l s;i:l,l .. c ugr.~w fr.e movemeni <in. dn c. tmo s-

p here i n my horne t own . an d in my home changed compl etely. 

It (t am asha) just collapsed. Those leaders who held this 

view of non-Brahmin movement (I am no t talking about 

SatYd $lodhal{ but of non-Brahmin political wing of it) lost 

the confidence of the people immediately. 

People of Ga.l1dhiji's tradition came, 

b ecaus e a large n umb er of people from the Villages went 

to j ail in the 1930 and 1932 mov ement·~. ~hough I was a 

studen t, I ,,,ent to jail for a fe w weeks in 1930 and for 

ei ghteen months in 1932. When ~ came back we were rat h er 

impor tant people, ... importa.."lt not' in the sense of having 

soci al status but in the s en se t hat the people wanted to 

kno w from us, they would like to listen to us. And this 

was i mportant. 

,2harma: Would you say that the S~hodhak 

movem ent had become a preserve of a few indiViduals, poli ti-

cally? 

Chav an: Yes, it had become preserve .of a few 

indi viduals and tt,ley themselves, as it happ ens in all 

movem ents, b ecame its expl oi terse 

Sharma: - So t he Vill agers understood th a t one 

expl oiter waS being rep..aced by ano t her? 

Ch av an : -- Qui te right. 

And they saw a ray of hope in the 
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n c.tional movement? 

.2h avan : They saw bett er opportunities • 

You were telling us about the role 

of the theatre in the pr opagation of the ideal s of the 

Satyashodhak Samaj . Nas such a thing done in the 1930 

mo v ement by the Congress also? 

'£h avan : Not e xac·tly, because in 1930 instru-

ments were different. In 1b.ose days public meetings and 

:Q.E. abhat pheries used to be organised. But I don't think 

vv e had tore sort to t e.mashas in the 1930 movement, not at 

le ast in my district. 

§h arma: Do you recall if t h ere were some poems 

a t that time? 

Ch avzn: Oh yes, Now]) have forgotten mo st 

of t r ... em. Prabhat pher i songs were qui te popul at' in those 

days. Early morning , by 4.30 or 5 0' clock people used to 

come out, say some slokas and move p l~ actiCallY in all t h e 

1 ane s of the town in whi ch I was living. Those were 

inspiring songs and slokas, in vthich there waS a call to 

the people to be uni ted an.d to have fai th in Gandhiji and 

hi s principles of non-violence and discipline to fight the 

bureaucratic government. 

During Ganesh Chaturthi in our place, 

mel as, as we called them, used to be hel d, vthere singing 

.parties in different 1 ocali ties were formed and most of 
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Chavan; 

I do not 

strdi ':Jht a1t!2Y remem:::'er the names . !jut -:Lat trc;::iition of 

1.'::130 V·idS ke~t throught.ut jn the L:JJ2 and 1942 'T:Qv(!r.Jents . 

the 194 2 ~cve~pnt . ] may menti~n th2t they are ~c~ular even 

jn 1)30 .:.r=d:r\dt~her.j sonqs '·,'·:21:2 CCfiitj ('sed by ever: leGal oeets . ~_ . __ .... ___ _ ,1-

every to \lvn hdd its e'i'in }Jcets whc CC;Iit-:-C Sf;;) pcems enj m::.de 

them ~o~ula r jn t hose a~ea s. 

collc,-!uir..l language , which were very ' ~Oi-'ular . , , ., 
2. n "C rt (-; .['u r 2 .1. 

areas, at that time. In 1)42, p:J~.IJ 1J r son '~s vve Le compo sed 

son 9s we re ve ry t:'opu l dr. 1 remembE: r on e) in that a pea sant 

W2S trying to tel] his wife the story of Swaraj . 

.... ha rm ~ ' 
~--~-.!.:. " Ih some languages, dif ferent mcvements 

have been taken note of by novelj.sts, for example, there 

j 5 a nove I on the 1942 movement in :::;.engali; there is one 
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by Me ghani on the 1920 mov em en t; Prem Chand had wri tten 

on the 1930 mov ement. ;:iome Ol' them were participatl:;s and 

al so li ter ary fi gure s. ith a t wa S the p osi ti on in Maha-

r aSh tra? 

Ch avan: Not basically on tho s e themes. There 

are one or two nov els on the background of the movements, 

for exam:9le, Vishnu Sakharam Khandekar a.'1d Madkholkar have 

wri tten poli tical .novels. In fact , ihadkholkar was one 

person who had introduced contemporary poli tical novelS on 

the background of Dr Khare's controversy,for instance . 

So most of the important poli tical figures in Madhya 

Pr adesh polities, you can see in that novel. They 'were 

like that. 

~harma: 

'£h aV an: 

Do they come alive in that? 

They do. Khandeka;r has taken the 

b a ckground of these novels, but not in the s ame 'Nay as 

Prem Chand - I have read his novels. I have not read 

Megna.'1i but I have heard about him. Prem Chand has made 

ita living theme; /:ihesfl-7 aye !lot of that type; nothing 

c omp ared to that. 

~harma: 

~havan: 

Ho Vi v-~re you fir st arre sted in 1930? 

Well, pr abhat pheri es were banne d in 

those days. Once while we were leading a prabhat pheri , 

they came and took me away and kept me in the lo c al jail fO) 

a few weeks. They wanted to prosecute me, but by that 

time the Ga.'l'J.dhi-Irwin Pact came uqcut and they allowed UB~O 
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'i/hat was t he imp act of Gandhiji on 

Gan dh i j i I S i mpact waS th er e all t h e 

time a s the l eader of t h e n ational movement - as Pather of 

the N·a ti on . But in 1932 mo ve men t wh en I 'Jas in j ail for 

a long er p eriod. I st ar ted r eading about socialism, about 

polit ical m:ov ements in other c ountries, and my vie ws 

broadened. lm'd then I be c ame somewhat scepticsl about 

hi s e con omics of khadi, village industries, although in 

the b eginning kh a di was v er y attractive to me. But 

whether th a t could be ahundred p er cent model for India' s 
, 

economy b ec am e a mat ter of doubt. And later on, I developed 

the i n clination t hat t l': e modern In dia could not be built 

on those concepts. 

~harma : How did y ou react to t he Gandhi-

Irwin Pact? 

~hav an : The Gandhi-Irwin Pact was qui te all right, 

beCaus e it g ave a bre athing time , and a feeling of victory 

to the people. That waS nece s sary_ It waS a very important 

Gandhi an technique, if I may say So. When you were leading 

a mov em ent of n on-violent people against a very well-

or g ani sed mili t ary pO 'vver like Britain, you could not give 

them a feeling of complete defeat all the time. This 

compr om i se g ave a feelin g of elation to the people, t hat 

p eopl e ' s struggl e succe e ded . Irvr.i.n had to call l7 andhi ji 

and h a d to ar rive at some sort of agre ement. So I reacted 

very v.ell to the Pact. 



- 22-

~harm a : Do you recall the a tmosphere at the 

Karachi session of the COflgress? 

Yes, I do remember . 1'he Kcrachi 

Congress was dominated by the Bhagat Singh affair al10 the 

Ganohi Irwin Pact al~o. There was a feeling of elation. 

But emotionally it was Bhaga t Singh WI0 domin ated t he scene,.-

Sardar Patel was Presic.ent of the Congress at th at time. 

This is the impress ion that I hav~. 

But I was more interested in the 

Karachi Congress Resoluti on *, what exactly it meant. It 

was som ething very new in terms of the Congress. So far 

there were a talk ..:;.b out dominion s.tatus, full sV'Jaraj and 

round table coni'erence. But whe.t v.t8 could do if 8 waraj , 

came. For the first time, there waS something specific in 

which I was int er' ested. So it was a session of' struggle 

and its triump h, . '?r..d a]soatt he same time a tragic feeling 

for Bhagat Singh-- an emotional mix-up was there. 

>:>harm.§.: Did 
. .. 

se.e . i~i .N • also in the sassi on? yc:.l:l noy 

,£havan: No. I did no t know t hat he was t!her e, 

but later on I heard that he was there and he had hi s part 

in the dr afting of this 1931 Resolution as well. 

Sharma: After your return from the Kar achi 

Congr ess and your next arrest in 1932, what were your 

acti vi tie s? 

Chavan : . I went. back to school again. The 

* On Fundamental Rights 
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gr oup OI stu d ents t ha t we h a d for me d w ~ s t he r e . tie u s e d t o 

me e t and discua s matters . We c arr-i e d on TJ r abh a t pheries, 

p ar t i c i pated in Ganesh u t sav, mel as an d had our o wn ::> a hu 

Chhatrap ati ~~I§...'JheG andhi-1l'Win Pact came ab ou t in March 

( 19 31) and in t h e month of' J anuary 19 3 2 the moveTIent wa s 

s t ar·t e d C'J.1 d I wa s arr ested on t he 26th January. I could 

not complete my academic y ear. 

Sharm a : Hoy.' did your guardian s view your 

p oli t i c al ac t ivi t ies? 

Ch av an : My gu ar dia.'1 a t t hat t i me wa s my eldest 

brot her , who waS a gov ernment e mployee. He di d no t very 

muc h c are a s t o what I wa~ doing. He us ed t o live in s ome 

ot!'ler tO Y'm . S o t here wa s not much of i n terference from 

h im. Other brother was als o a s chool-going b oy , bu t he 'ivas 

more und er t h e influe nce of the--n on-Br ahminmoV:8 01ent. 

My main guar di an was my moth er . And 

s he nev er f el t th at what I wa S doing wa s bad. l'Ilany p eopl e 

told h er t hat this would bring trouble for her eldest 

son who was a gove rnment employe e. She use d to ask me: 

Your brother would be in trouble, have y ou thought of th a t? 

I s aid : Wh a t have ~ to do v.d.th t hat? He is doing his wor k 

and I am doing mine. Am I doing a wrong thing? ' I a sked 

h er. I told her t hat I waS doing wh a t Gandhiji and !lilak 

wer e seyi ng . She u se d to bel i ev e me . My moth er was a 

gr eat per son, I tell y ou. All t he cul t ural - tr a di tion s , all 

the sansk~ I can say , are from my mother. She n ev er c ame 

in my way . 
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Sharma: 3anskalS me an mor e t h an mere infl uences ? 

,2hav an: There is something deeper. That is 

why I use the word ~karas whi c h c 2xry much more 

con n o tation; ther e is no proper word f or it in English. 

'lye were poor, depen ding upon what 

my e l der brother u s ed to send for the farnily. We v.€re 

kept in the to wn of Kar a d bec ause we want ed to complete our 

e duc a ti 011 there. My mo ther . used to S c"tY: Do anything, but 

don't give up y our edUC a ti on • .And I used to ask her: 

Tell me if I ern in 2. b ail company. I used to have con s tant 

dialogue vvith her. She 1\:;'1 "=W my frien ds. They used to come 

to my house. She W8.2 a mot her to them also. 

Shar~: What do yo u owe to her? 

Chavan : lowe the s e thing s to her because 

she did not come in my way. I u s ed to take untouchable 

and Muslim friends to my house. She nev er objected to thE..t. 

She responded to thi s new thing , though she waS an un­

educ a ted peasant woman from a village. She had a receptive 

mind w:lich was open to right type of influences in SOCiety. 

She talked with me and tried to findo.ut .... ~ 

~harma: She must have been a very sensitive 

per son. It requir es gr eat sensi ti vi ty. 

,2h aV an : She was a religi ous-minded person. 

She used to listen to the.:.~am ayana and the Mahabhar a ta 

stories. As she waS a widow, n a tur al J:;}T , everywhere she was 

harrassed. But she used to tell us: Don't do wrong things , 
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don't both er about anybody, don't getfdghten(?j of 8.;."lybody. 

I will tell you a very interesting story about her. It 

i s al.so wel l kno""n cll1djsjublished in a Marathi book, about 

my l i fe . When I was arr ested in 1932, I was called before 

the magistr a t e on t he t hird d ay an d h e straightaway 

sentenced me to eighteen months' rigorous imprisonment 

and i mp osed sore f~. n e. It was a shoCk, because at t h at 

time t h e p eo}le uded to be s entence d ,',: thre e 

to six months. But for a boy of ei 'Jhteen ye drs o1::J, 

eighteen months' im-;)risonment was r at~er very seri ous. 

So on e of my schaal teache :::' s, who was well i nclined towards 

me and our family, wanted to persuade me to apologise and 

get out of jail. He went to the p olice officer and pleaded: 

Chav an is from a poor family, he wi ll e2.sily pass .. l atricul a­

ti on i n a ye er or two. The police of ficer asked j im to 

persuade me. The next day my mother and the teacher came 

to see me. (They told me th a t she waS asked to sit wit-h 

the pol ice officer). I waS taken out to See my mother, 

but when my mother saw me with the police on two sides, 

(mother is mother, after all) she had tears in her eyes. 

When I Saw te 'ars in her eyes, there were tears in my eyes 

too, and I immediately sat down there. 1'he teacher 

thought that possibly tears were out of fear. So he told 

me that he ha d a talk with the police officer who had 

asked me to apologise. Suddenly , before I could react, 

my mother re a cted and s aid: I h ave not come to ask you 

for doing this sort ofa thing, this teacher is telling on 
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his own. Don f t do anything whi ch vlill bring shame to you. 

~he fel t sorry. 

~Earma: 

hear t . 

.2h aV an : 

feel proud of her. 

Th e advice must have steeled your 

Absolutely. I fel t proud. I still 

She waS brave. . 'l:his was a very drama t 

incident in my life. I Cio not klow hovy I would have reacte 

if she had weakened and tried to persuade me to apologize. 

But on her own she told me not to apologize . ::>he said 

tha t the teacher himself wanted to accompany her to the 

rutche r ~,y', to 'Nhich she Ilad agreed. But she did not under­

stand the poli tical implic a ti ons of it. This 'v'yas the human 

side of it. 

~harma: When you ware a boy or a young man, 

did you come under som e religious influences also? 

'£havan: The only religious influence. wds 

when my mother used to ask me to accompany her to a temple 

and listen to the story of Velmiki ' s ~Bn!..§Ye.n-2 . She used t l 

listen toi:!'1e il1 arathi expl.-:J:natiQ:! of the origional E-.C'JTl_~_~in 

S anskri t and then us ed to eXpl ain it to us . I still 

rememb er her beautiful way of explaining. I went vd th her 

to PanciJarpur, which is a famous temple and Vithoba is the 

presiding diety th er e . Yatra was held twice a yes):' there. 

I went in the mon th of Kartik-- Kartik Eka:dashi . It waS 

nearly a hundred mil eS from our ? l ace. We went in a 

bUllock-cart and sometimes walk ed. I was about twelve yea)'. 



.,. 27 -

old a t t tat time. Tho s e reli gi ou s associ a t.i ons of m.in e were 

o 'Ni n g to my mother. I "vent there because my mother 

vvante d it. But ot ~_er wi s e it did not me 8....l1 anythin g special 

t o. me. 

If I ma;}' put it differ'en tly, di d athei SCI 

ever come in your life? 

Not a s such. One thing , I di d not 

believe in idol worship. I,-Yh a t is the meaning of this? It 

is avery absurd thing . I h e.ve never felt tha t t here is 

somej;hing like a personal God s omewhere. 

~b.arma: 

in GOd • 

This is a very crude form of belief 

.,9havan: :But otherTNise, I neVer became al1 

atheist as such. I believed in prayer, all through. 

~harma: In 1930, in the coastal areas, the 

people broke the Sal t ':"aws but in greater part of 

Mahar a shtra they had Jungle iJatyagraha. ,.:';c:t were the 

Jungle laws they broke? How did the people s uffer under 

them? COUld you give some idea? 

'£h..§.!.§!!.: In 1932, in my diS tri ct an d in some 

other pe..rts of Mahar 2.shtra Jungle Satyagraha took place o 

,People used to cut gras s a..."1d take al1imaJ..s to the grassl 'and 

wi thout p ermissi on. Besid.e the Salt Satyagraha in the 

coastal ' are as, a..'1oth '2r form of Salt Saty agraha took place 

in our parts. Whatever salt was prepared, it was brought 

to t he cities to be sold at public meetings, that was 
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ille gal s <?J.t. \1e Vlent to sell it. So the one who sold 

it &."ld t he one who pur c hased it were arr ested. 

S harCl a : They brought it f rom the coastal 

areas? 

~hav an: The y brough t it and sold it. 

Sh~: Onl y to show the violation of law'? 

Qhavan: Only to s how the v:bl ati on of 18.\~1. 

Sometim es they uSed to b "an :prabhat -oheries, which were a 

v ~ry po werful weapon in tho s e days. After 1932, I did not 

hear ab out o1.' abhat nheries. But in 1930 and 1932 prabhat 

uheries were very ~owerful. 

S~g: 

you? 

Who were your friends Wl10 'Norked wi th 

,2hava.n: A ver~T large number of them. In the 

course of time s ome o f t hem went t o j ail. DOiphode was 

a good friend of mine, \",ho went to jail with me in 1932, from 

my homet ow.a. . He had a small business which he left. We 

were tried togetller and convioted at the same trial. 

Gaurihar .:;)inhasane , Kashinath Deshmukh, they were the 

people V'tho V'Jere all working togetheJ;. 

Sharma: Did they stay in public life? 

~havml: Most of them stayed in public life. 

There wer e some others who were my colleagues in the student 

movement in 1930. Many of them left because it waS a young 

association. But the names I mentioned, they remained in 

public life. 
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~h e,;rma: I am asking you thi s because as a 

young man , one r e8:Jonc.s to ce rtain events, it is a y outhful 

e xuber ance, you c.esire to do somet~ling bu t then you fade 

ou t. 

,2havan : It happens like t hat in many cases . 

But some of them did remain active even after th at also. 

Sharma: After Gandhiji came back from the 

Round Table Conference, in the U.P., the U.P.C.C. started 

a no-ren t CEU'llpaign. Was there any such thing in Maharashtra? 

Chavan! No, there was n o such organis ed thing 

, t . . 1\".' --. ~l_ +r a c:..s no- ax C2.~Tl:;J.lgn ~n 1~.a!1.?~_~.:>[J.V , _J or was the r e any 

oppres siof_ again st the ;) eopl e, excepting in 

some aJ.'eas where in 1930, t he , sat y ag:r aha had taken an 

inten s e form. Th-=re was some sort 01 discontentm.ent. 

Younger people were cri tical of the Gandhi-Ir".Jin Pact. 

They were tal king about the failure of R .T.tt In the 

meanwhil e, Lord Wi l lingdon had tak en over as Governor-

Gene ral and there 'was a feeling that he would start 

repres si,on in India again and try t ,_, recover the prestige 

which L ord Ir win had lost by having arrived at an agreement 

wi tb. Gandhi ji. So th at group was expecting some trouble 

after Gan dhi j i' s return. 

~h arma : Vi i l ling don I s Governorship of Bombay was 

disli ked by the Bombay nationalists. 

~havan : He was never p opul ar. His associa-

tions ,*re knO'lJn to people in Bombay at that time. 
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,2harma: Whet shape did the movement take in 

1932 in Maharashtr a? 

,Chavan: Well , I went to jail in the very fir s t 

phase. I think the movement start ,::,d sometime in the first 

week o f Jan uary and I waS arrested on 26th of January. 

danger ou s? 

Chavan : 

They must have considered you very 

No. We had alrea dy decided that this 

time we mus t do it in a more or gani sed way and must not 

seek arrests as such. So- I di d not s e ek arrest in 1932. 

We wanted a Ii ttle more demonstration, as they started rvith 

very quick a;r'rests of alarge number of le aders. So there 

waS some sort of collapse in the movemen t. 'l'he young 

group of mine, al ong 'Ni th other frien ds, decided to make 

26th J anuary quite a demon strative affair. So that night 

we prepar ed a large Dumber of tir a.1'lga jhandas, cyclostyled 

bulletins and well po s ters. Our group \~nt in operation 

after 12 .0' clock that ni ght. And in that operation one 

was to go and hoist the nag on the Munk:ipaJ.. officebJjL:,Un g . 

Different groups were gi ven different duties. I lias in 

charge o·f this operation. The operation went on very vvell. 

But in the course of that , Doiphode, whom I have mentioned 

earlier, while sticking wall posters, got arrested-~ .The 

police interrogated him in a tough manner. He disclosed 

my name. The next morning nothing happened, I y.,ent to 

. school. I waS in my clas.spoom. . :J.:he police straightaway 
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came to the s chool and 'Nent to th e hec.c ... master • . T~len they 

asked me: lJidyou do it? I sai.d: I did it. Again t!1ey 

asked me : .l\re you going 1;0 continue to ao it? I said: 

Yes, if I am allowed, I will con tinue to do th at . So I 

was arrested in the clasEoroom .i. tself and from t~ere I 

went to j ail. I fel tali ttle sorry for having gone to 

school thc.t day. But I thought that if I did not go to 

school, there would be suspicion. There would be wealaless 

in the people, who were worki..ne; v'li th me. ~o I thought, 

I must go and behave nOI'mally . 

In 1'032 , ja.il waS a very important 

epooh in my O 'Nn life. It cha.nged me and educated me very 

well. 

~harma: Jail was uni versi ty for you? -

Chavan: Absolutely . I went to university later 

on. I experienced university life in jail in 1932 and part . 

of 1933. I waS in jail for about fifteen months; I got 

three months' remission. 

'§harma: For good behaviour? 

Chavan : That was a normal sort of thing --two 

and a half or three months remission they used to give. 

But that was the period which waS very valuable in my life. 

That period laid dO\In1, the foundations of my emot i.on81 make­

up, my poli tic81 thinking, my gener a1 ou tl ook towards life. 

~harma: Were you kept in one jail only? 
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I was in tv'jO jail s, for about a year 

i n Yeravda camp jail and the remaining three months in 

Vi sapur jail. 

::)h --~. : 

~harm a : 

Were y ou released from Visapur jail? 

I was reI eaS ed fr om that j ai.l. 

Coul d y ou give us s orne idea of your 

readin g in jail) books, authors? 

.2hav an : \fuen we wen t to Yervada camp jail, 

we were the first batch. Then there were nearly 1~00 to 

11300 prisoners. There used to be barxacks. In each 

b arrack there used to be 100 prisoners. A large number of 

students and educated per'son s were there. 

Acharya Bhagwat , who was an aggre ssive 

GandhiaL1,was also in that camp. He was a born teacher. He 

wanted to do something about the school-going chi.ldren 

who were ther e. So he rearranged the people and found a 

barrack wh.ich was later known as barrack no.12. I became 

a member of that barrack. 

Acharya Bhagwat, Raosaheb Patwardhan 

were ther e for few mon ths. S.M. ·Joshi came to that jail 

1 a,ter. H.R. Mahaj ani, who b eCaJne very .famous as a l'lIar athi 

edi t 'or , , was also there • . V.M. Buskute, formerly a 

non-c00perato r, becaro'e a communist in that ·jail. 

Sharma: He di d a book on Mulshi petha Satya-

graha. 
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Ch avan : Yes, V. M. Busknte. Ach2.ry-a Bhagwat 

st ar t ed practiCally a cl a ss for u s. He used t o read t o us 

San skri t poetry, Shakun t al a. by Ral i da s an d SaY arkar' s 

p o e tr~T . Raos ahe b P a twar dhan and otlle:-cs man aged t o s e e th at 

n e w b oo ks c ame to the j ail. Maha j ani, S. M. J oshi were all 

soci al is ts . They wer e in di f fer en t groups and had 

di f fe r ent p ol iti cal approaches. Every day we h ad the 

opp ortunity t o l i st en to ev er c\T bo dy and c ame i n c on t act 

wi th everybody . 'l:hen a larg e number of books started 

coming in an d we read a lot about Gand r..iji. In a nearby 

barr ack, Ram das Gan dhi, dumitrats father, was with us in 
c 

j ail. There I read Bertrand rtu s sell' s Ro a dS' to Freedom, 

for the first time. I re a d his book with difficulty 

b e c aus e I waS jus t i n matricul a ti on class. But with th e 

hel p of pe opl e there ana. a dictionary, I could r e a d that. 

Th ere ,vere lectures on socialism. 

Acharya Bh agwat used to give lectur es on Gandhism -- a very 

po werful teacher. He re a d Tag ore to u s . It 'f/aS such an 

inten se intellectual life. Books were lying all around. 

,Ie u s ed to ask others what th e..y >were reading and to tell us 

about th at. They u sed to arran ge repo-r ts and evening 

le ctures. So somebody used to come and ' communicate to us 

what he waS re a din g . It was a very interesting thing. I 

rec al l h aving read Radhakrishnan's Kalki •.. 

Sh arm a: . . . or The Future of Oi vilizati OT' , a. very 
---
in tare sting book. 
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,2.h avan: I. remeP.lber to have read a small 

book , Jtha~"8elieve by Bertrand Russell. 

~Q.arma: You were first int r oduced to R oy's 

i deol ogy by Charles Mascarenhds. 

Chavan: Charles Mascarenh.as' and some other -
people. Some of the letters th a t Roy was sending out to 

his frieno.s from jail were sho vvn to us as letters of Roy. 

I believe poli tical comments were there in them. I got 

interested in him because I had heard his name as a 

rev olutionary before. He hF.~d. played an important role " 

in the Communist movement of the world. He h a d played 

a role in es t ablishing the Communist Party of India. Hehad 

made his O'Nn con t ribution to wards Chinese Communism. 

I came out of jail in 1933. From 

1934-35, I was under the influence of the Congre ss Soci ali st 

party of Achyut Patwardhan and JaS2..l; r :.ikash Narayan. :J.:b.ere 

I came in " contact wi th people who had come under 

communist influence by that time. For instance, Lakshman 

~h astri Joshi, H.rt. Mahajani, Wamanrao Kulkarni came 

under the influence of Roy's group. ::-;0 I was a Ii ttle more 

inclined towards them. This was as far as associations 

were concerned. 

But from the view point of l)olitice~ 

revolution, etc., I found one or two very interesting 

aspects of it. Particularly, Roy was advocating to develop 

a parallel political organis fJ.ti on which could beCa me a 
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con t i tuent assembly , ul ti matel y . Hi s t he ory of cOl1s ti tu ent 

ass embly was :r el ate d t o it. He v!aS f e eling taat t he 

Congress :party was ·such 2. pc?..rty t ha il ad the potential s 

of be c oming a i)et t er con sti t uent as se mbly. Bu_t one must 

try to ma ke u s e of it wi th 3. revol u-ti onE~ry 9ur p os e and 

revol u ti .:::nary det ermin ati on. ~' hat it should be developed, 

wi t h the help of poli tical movements and people t s sup port, 

into a revoluti o~:ary part y, so th at it b ecornes ul timately 

a cons ti t uen t assembly to bring about a revoluti on. Thi s · h ad 

some sort of logical appeal to my mind a.."1d I thought that 

here waS a highly intellectual le a der wh o had a revolutionary 

path. 

Then, his criticism of Gandhiji t hat 

he goes by certain religious ideology which has no definite 

s ocial, economic and revclutio l1ary con cepts. 30 how could 

,h.e : bring about a revolution through a comproIDise2This was the 

thrust of Roy' s ~:omments. 

I ,..,en t from my home to'1'm to l'oon a where 

lte r;ave three lectures on Marxism and I heard them. He 

was n ot an eloquf:llt speaker. He used to put his points 

10~icallY. I was deeply impressed by his personality. And 

I thought tha t he was the man who was associ at ed with the 

1931 resolution, he should have a prominent role in the 

leadership of the Congress so tha t he could influence the 

Congress leadership, its poliCies and their formulation 

in days to come. Tha t is how I came under his influence. 

It is in this sense that I was part of Roy's group. But 
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I can't s ay t ha t I l.'Ias a Roy i s t, in tbe sense V.U . Tarkun de, 

V.B.Kdfnir<. :;:.ncl .L ak s hman Shastri weL' e . T h ey W8r e deeply o.nd 

intell ectUel ly i nv ol ve d and their commi tmen ts were: total. 

.:2,harm a : I nli.cy 'sb ook Indi a 's M~ 8 s age there is 

a cri t i ci sm of Gan CL'liji. 

~.h~l He often criticised Gandhiji. That 

criticism in t he earlier stages appealed to me also a.'Yld 

s e em edt 0 bel 0 gi cal. 

Sharma: How was he as a · speaker? 

'£havan: He wa s a great conversati onalist, but 

I don't think he was very impressive as a speaker. I h e ard 

his three lectur es in Po ena vvhi ch were interesting. 

~h a.rma: 

audience? 

Chavan : 

He c ould ,u t bis ideas across to the 

He di d put his ideas across to the 

audience in a very clea):.'-cut proposi tions. 

Sharma: Do you me an to sas th a t he app ealed 

more to the h ead than to the heart? 

<ihavan : Yes, I woul d say th at. He was basicB~l: 

an intellectual who never cared for emotions. 

~harma: 

Chavan : 

personal i ty. 

Never played on emotions? 

Never. A sheer intelectual political 

He was very tall. 
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He vms t~11, look 'jd sC!101 erly and 

:::-evolutio ~ ::.ry. The im pre·::,sions "Jere very appeal inG for a 

younger man . This ','!as my associ 2.tion vii th Roy, nothing 

mora tlli:ll.l l;i~e:-,t. I met nlm once or 1:; 1.vice . Once we invited 

him to preside over a peasant conference or some district 

political conference in our distrie;t . I was one of the 

importa..'1t war kar s there. And, t 12. t confer ence i tsel:f had 

started a controversy be tween our group ana. the eS tabli she d 

1 eadership. They practiCally broke th at conference. They 

didn't like Roy's coming to our district to preside over 

the conference. Th ey sai d thet it was a cb. allenge to t he 

Gandhi an 1 eadership . i7e were not taki.."lg it in that sense . 

But, later on, durin,; the 3econd 
I 

1A orl d ~ 'Iar peri ad, I slippe d out of t-:i S m ovemen t because 

his arlelysis about the war W8.S something- which was not 

acceptable to me. I had D8rsonal att achment to Hoyt s 

m ovemant and I tri ed to dig est . i t, bu t I coul dn' t accept 

it. His theory was thE.t the Sacond wo:::.'ld Vlar was started 

by a.ccident-- it was an accidental wa:r, and, therefo r:e, 

the real war must be fought bet"veen Communism aYld Fascism, 

between the progressive Commtl..."li st fore eS an (~ the fasct st 

forc es . So it was by sheer accident that Ehglal1 d and 

France 0.0 one Side, and Germany on the other, started ti.1iS 

w~. ~herefo:ce , he said that in this VVcl;t..' we could..'1 ' t take 

sides and fight against the British. Ultimately, this 

war waul d c onv ert in to a p eopl e t s war. Thi s was hi s an aly si !· 

But to my patriotic mind, it didn't appeal. I thOUbht t hero 
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ws s a rev ol u t ione.ry condi t i on i n I noia emu world war was 

a si tU8,tion for un iv el' sal !.'e v o l utio:1 .c~;y moveme nt. So thi s 

was the tim e 'l!hen we mus t fi ~ht im-yer i al i sm . 

~(~y mind, t h2.r~ fore , rejecte d hC y S :na-

l ysi s and I parted c ompany wi th my f'r iand s. But after t he.t 

I was .':::: ...l en t e~ agony 2:'or ne 2.l'l y six to n in e mon t hs. But 

t here ~'i? .. S no al tern a t lve, b ec au s e t he Congr ess Party it-

self .' 3.S n ot deci ding as to what sh oul d be done. The 

Con.::;r es s l e e.d er s hi 9 Via S of the Vi ew that t hey should form 

a _ ... ~t i on al govern~eDt &'1 d wor ~ for domi n i on sta tus. 

r;- , 
:.l. he s ear g L1..men ~ s wen t on. 

An d t hat '1'I2..S t h e time when t :le 

Commun i st s i n my di stri c t an d i n my s'Cate star ted a move-

mel'l t. It was at t hat time t ha t I wan ted to join the 

C t d • 1his ' t ot:lm un i st Par y. I sai • v .. a s 'the par y risin g to 

t h e 08casion and gi vi n g a v ery goo d :::;:l' ogr amme of revolu"'tion-

ary action to t h e ,?eople. So t hi s W2.S t h e period in which 

I was caug~1 t up:iJl a serious mental conflict. But then 

I talked to my people in my distri c t and they Said tha t if' 

I joined th ;; t party I would be isolated. So I r estrained 

myself. Then soon Ga.Yldhiji start e d t h e Individual 

~atyagraha and t here wa.s Some programme and I again had 

my usual activities in the Congress Party. 

~harma: Wh. at books of !.toy di d y ou rea d? 

~hav en ., It is very di f f i c ul t to rem ember, 

wh at books I re a d of Roy , as such • . But I regul arly 
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read his articles in Indeuendent India. In esrly stages, 

some booklets of tioy \Vere given to us in which the theory 

of decolon i s at ion ':.'Cl8 ex"!}l atne d. 'lu t 1 a ter ' on I re ad some 

of the book s he r;ot ·,)ubliGf-;.ec. .. . 

'£havan: 

he i'-vaS a .. -2Ixist . 

','yh::Lt d.id j' ou discuss? 

In 1939, was Roy still a ' Communist? 

Ye s. de \'J[~S <'.1 Communi st . In 1939 

clumani sm C8..'l18 1 a ter . 

You had qui te a fe ','i meetings ',vi th {lim . 

£haviill: In one :neet.:.ng :;'.t 1.a...,gaon i;: 1938, we 

dis cussed "t ae resolut:.. c~:'....;. to be adot) t ed at that time. We 

drafted th8 resolution in r.larathi and he 1Nante d to know 

what they ffiecmt . He gave some i deas about it. 3:e exnlcined 

to us as to --!.; vV w 8 s ::.oul d project (J UT i C. e 2.s "Co t l1.e : eo91e in 

the co:-.f;:;r"8!lCe. The other meeting was broug h t about b~l 

Atmaram Patil . When I star·ted p arting my wa;y-s wi th them 

during the 'NaT.' peri od, they took me to him in Bombay. I 

was ther e for half an hou:c or so. He explained some of the 

doubts that I had in my mind aboll t his 8.:1alysis of the 

'lvar. He very logically ex0 lained what he meent. bYv>·d.I: ,·B.\.r':\,\'hen 

I carne out, I came away. 

,eharma: Was he qui te comr adely or overbe ar-

i llg in hi s ma.nn er s? 

.9,h aV2Jl; No . He V.'8.S a ver';/ .l."riendly pers on. 

Maybe when you meet a :pe.c"son quite often, you can say 

more. From t he little contact th dt I had v'iith him, I had 
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the impression th a t he Yv::~S 8.1 ways 'I',111ing to eX ; l ain a:1d 

un der stan d ot he rS . 

If\la s he ',:"! man ol.-~ C l'r e - '0 < ag in t ~le phy Sic .=:} 

seuse'? 

'1Iell, lookin g to his :!:'evcluti .:me.ry 

a.ct:vi ties, !1aturally he 'N tiS a man of courage . 

But in ~ne of h i s letters ~ritt en 

f r om jail, th !~e is a sen tel1ce , where he says that he 'woul d 

not go to jail again. I think, during t~is period , he was 

probablY n ot prepared to go to jai l again and suffer. 

.£ ha.v 311 : I t wOL11 c. be very unfair to say ab out 

a mClrl who b.ad s u ffered al l hi s l ife that c1 e 'fIaS not prepar ad 

t o go to jai l, sacr i f ice. I know t ha t . I t .is a futil e way 

of leading a rev olutionary lif e, goi ng cmd s i tting in jail . 

And jail-g oing has been gl orit'ied in the p ol it i cal context . 

He "vaS not the.t sor t of jail goer . He went t o j ail for 

more t han f ive y ears. lmd he was a man who wan ted to wor k 

h ar d and orgal1i s e. Concep t of j a;lLl- g oi ng for t he s a ke of 

s acrifi c e waS not his i dea. This i s ' what I u nderstood. 

Only bec ause he say s i n hi s le t ter t hat he woul d :'! ot like 

to g o b a c k t o jaj l does no t me an t hat he l a cke d courage. 

His whole l if e was f ul l of courage ous things ~ th e way he 

c hange d his life, t he way he pr eps.r e d thi s country for a 

r evolution ary c ha..'1ge. As a matter o f fact, he t hought it 

futile, unpY'oductive and unrevol utionar:y to sit in jail, 

d oing no t hing . Bu,t 'Ga.'ldhij i believe'a th a t j ,ai l was a kind 
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of Be created some so~ t of atmosphere in 

the country, in the .I..) eo ple's minds. It nEt" i t s own 

relevance. I don 't say t hat it h ad not . It also I'/orked 

in the Inch an context. BUT only because .!:toy ha.d sai d 

t hat , I don' t say th2.t he was not a courageous man . 

2 hexma : What was the ~urpo5 e of the League 

of Radical Con gressmen which he had started? 

The League of Radic8~ Congress men 'Nas 

a group vvi thin the Con 0"ress The~,. '.\1""-,": ."':>''' ';- o_f' c.~ • ,"," ...... ~., '.' ::' c...._ . v "the (;ongres's. 

T hough they professed ideas of Commuxlism, t ney were Uongr ess-

men at t hat time ~ jus t like t he Congress Social i st Party, 

which was there within the CongL-ess Party. The Congress 

',! as workin g as a sort of' national f r ont . But v.;hen Roy left 

t he Congress, he formed the Re.dical Democratic party. 

Sharma: His attitude to wards the Congre S6 

c hanged after he lost the presidenti 1:?.l election to the 

R amgarh Congress again st Maul an a Azad. Now, do you think 

that he l eft the Con gress ' in disgust or frustration or he 

beccme realJ.,y ..; onscious of the fact tha t nothing 'could be done 

by the Congress? 

!havan: I think he 1 eft b ecause he was not able 

to convert the Congr ess to hiS point of View. The Congress 

le adership was qui te powerful a..."ld its infl uence was strong. 

~)inallY, there were differences about their an81ysis of the 

wax: and the Indian si t uation and how it could be t ackle d. 

I think it was because of th a t that he lef t . the Congress. 
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I die, not go v.itl1 .1:",1 , as I did not want to leavethe Congress. 

Vmat was your r-:;action to Roy"s 

accept c'.Xl ce of ] OVer n'11ent donati on s for his trade union? 

.9. h aV:3,n : I di d not Ii ke it. And whatever 

they di d after-- war eft'ort e...Yld their own effort-- was not of 

my liking. I severely cri tiCi sed them publicly about it 

th at I had a feeling that t(ley were working as sorne sort 

of gOY ern:ilen t agency. 

Sherma: that 'vvere the reasons foJ::' your not 

joining the Commu.11i st P e.r ty? 'i{as it simply because your 

friends were not wi th you? 

Chavan: No, because my attraction to'wards --
it was temporary. As my party waS not giving any programme 

of fight and had taken completely a di f ferent vie w, I became 

rather impatient. And this party was giving a programme. 

That was some sort of temporary attraction. But, I must 

say, that at the.t time it '.:vas a very po werful attraction. 

The Marxi st analysis had its OvV11 influence on my mind in 

those dCljTs and even today. It explcdned many historical 

developments more logicallY tha.Yl 8.-Yly other thought or 

uhilosophy coul d do • 
..\: 

::3 harma : But this sometsdult must have come 

to you as a great shock? 

Chavan : The somersault Came as a great shock 

to me, but, there also was one very pleasant surprise. 

This was ivhat Roy was sugges ting in his discussions, that 

,. 
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• , '" : ~ • ... _-. ,-, , .. .J j' I C ... ( l:n e L .J .r.O ~.e cu . I,; c, ~ \ ", I.. it wouL! nc-l: Deccr:-:e t.r.e cent.re of) 

new poljtj c 31 ~ r0gressjve so ci~list f o rce. ~o it came true. 

}n June 1941, t!-.e "::ommunists started sa 'y"in :;J wr.dt ~1.oy ".\'<.\5 

but cilthrcugh the Communj.sts lIa.O been 

Tr:e Ccmnun i st Po. rty \NdS ci ~·a.rt (:f -'::.he 

Ccmmun: st In te ffiatj (n 0.1 movemen t and, tJ·.e ref ere, th ey norma 11y 

teak inst.!.'L..ctions fre,m tIle Thir'j International . 1 would not 

say that they we!..'e not }Jb.trj.otic , but sometimes it looked 2.$ 

jf they were taking instructicn s f l'OP.1 outside. 

J won ' t say they were not pat riotic, but 

+h"'y -IJ' .-1 not "illr~""e Jl·l.-Je Ind1.· c1-n sj.tuaTJ.·{'\n on t,'n~l'" ol.'..n r
.) 

'- • '" I.. "" ' J ~ .... 'oJ ,I. - - - ~ >:::".. y. 

Ch,wan~ ~ell , it has happened in the history of the 

Injjan Communist movement many times , their analysis of 

the Incjjan situation ,:U.d not justify them dnd ha.d gone 

wrcng many times _ Juring the wa r time particularly. their 

whole analysis went wrcng_ Even today they do not have a 
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very po \;,er-ful ;novH~t.=:1t in In di [~ , but ultiffi b.t e l.Y on e must 

go by tt~;:; '.i ,·. t e l.' .j C cl .C c S L~1 ts . 2 Vt:!11 af t er n ear l y 1'i f t .:,: 

y ear s 0 f ( e xi s t: an c e ) .- h .; .p 8,;;: ty di d not make any i mp act. 

_,roup llc.iS made: Gom e i mj,J8.c-'c i n I: eI' ::l c c..nd 

B cn. coJ. . I am n0 1: onl.)' t al kie. ,; i n ter:ll s o f elc;cti orls . The 

CotnDlD i st Party even va t h i ts c o.dre a...Yld ( oTg c.:n i s ,.,ti on ) d i d 

n o t ma ice t h 2.t i m~) a c t t~l s.. t t il e Commu n i st. Par t y s houl d make 

i n t h e 1n c1i &."1 c on diti ons . But t ~l?Y ','.'er e quite a. gr ouD 

wh i ch t r i ed to in fl u ence '.,vith fQr .nul 2.t ~on of I ndi 8n 

P ol i oi e s 0:1 c ar t 3i :!1 maj 01' i s sue s aJ~ so . Thei r t hin k i ng 

ancl. ide a s cert ,:>;nl y Y,ll2.yed a role i n influenci n g ( th e people ) 

Sol wo ul d n ot J US t di SOli s s i t as a mi s ce l l aneous f or ce 

b ec ause t ile;), are Ci part o:{ the i nter n f.l.ti onal mov ements . 

~ hey di d re present certain thrus t s c..c i n t ;;r nat i on aJ. th i nki n g . 

Shal:ma : And t 'L ey org8.tl i sed l abour, kiSE..nS? 

.2h avan : Basic all .>' , they were fo r t he ex-ploi t e d 

people, t he wor lting class , landle s s lab our an d all t hose. 

The v clues they n'l r tured b ec am e i mp or tan t values even for 

nOli-Commulli s t s , for dem ocratic mo vements. 

~~~: And I t hi nk som e of their lead ers 

p eople. 

I ' e "tl The;r 12"fe "'las agl e W~.l you. .J.. " 

'" m h d li f e o f s acriI'i ce . ~ . ey wer B a very dL -;ci plin e c adr e and 

hacl su:fer e d muc h . At l e~s t , the f i rst generati on of t hei.r , 

l e a dership , I s houl d saY, w8Sa v ery valuabl e 1 eader s ::ri p , 

t heir per s on al li fe , their o.edic a.ti on , their sacrifice, 

t he i r in t elle c tual cape.city . 
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Hones t y of purp ose . 

The ideologiccl l oyal. t y to t he P arty , 

etc. :J:he n B.mes t hat y ou ment i c:1ed l i ke G. Adh i kari, Ghate, 

>3 . V. Deshp e.nde , even nandiv':? ( he slso bel ong s t o the i i x'st 

gen e r e.ti cn of the leadersi1i!=, a nd i s still on e of the 

a r e v er y dedi c a te d per s ons an d 

h ave lived a life O I.~ p over ty and i d e ol o ,~~;y 81 so 2.t t h e same 

time. 

~harma : 

c onduc ted in 3a t a.ca distri ct? 

£h av~: I waS then President of the District 

Con gress Committee. D.K. Gosavi, who was fr om my distri c t, 

w;",s Pr esident of the Pradem Q:m gre s s Committ e e. He u s ed to 

take n ames of those wh o offer ed t h e ms elves f or the 

Indi vi dual ,sa t y agr ah a for G CJl d hi ji 's a ppr ov al. Some of 

the p eople from my di s b'i tt were a ppr oved to of fer 

sa ty agraha. I vvaS not allo wed to of fer s at y agraha. Bu t 

we k ept on propagating it at priv a te meetings and 

discussi ons. 

Sh er ma; - .-- So, i n 1940, you di d not g o to jail? 

Ch avan : In 1940, I did not g o to jail. In ---
1939-40, I waS onl y a stu dent, but even then I wa s Presi­

dent of the Di s tri c t Congr es s Commi ttee. I h a d lost one 

yero: be Cause I could n ot stu dy . T~ough I did not g o to 

jail , I used t o l 'oo k after t :lOSe :t;eopl e wh o went to j ai l 

an d kep t in to u ch wi th t hem and organised t he Dis t rict 
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Congress Commi tte e • 

.§,harma : D:i d t hi s sat y agr ah a ffie.lf e a.'1Y i mpac t? 

1- s h 0 ul G. s ,=,,_y , 'ye s i mp a c t i n t ~le 

s ense that i t k e pt t!J.e par t y goi~g . In t he 2.b sence of any 

pr e>gr arnme the yO~U1ger e lemen t '.'lEo get ting -.rath er di s turbe o.. , 

I was OTIe of them . I '/I3.S compl et e lY i r us tI' a t e d. At l eF.:..s t 

t his pr ogr 8mme g2.ve u s i d~ as 0:Z' es tablishing civil liberti e s. 

B e mi ght h av e hi s OViln rea son s f or t ha..lc.. S e c ame out with 

s orn e ot her 'p rogr amm es s ::Jm e t i m e 12" ter. Th·;.:. t 'vve.s our 

h op e al1 G. : 'ai t h , whi c.: h ul ti ffi2te:"y did ~'lc.pp en i n 1'242. 'it:l en 

other 1 e ad ers in 't he Con gr e ss wer e no t in tav our of it, 

Gal'l dhiji did want to st ar t the '--'Llit Indi a move iTlent. I 

sup p or t e d it. 

So Jnjjv.idudl 3 d tY2gr d r.a. made its o .vn ,contribution, 

ktteping c a dr e s of t:l e Congress Part;y a.'YJ. c p eople engaG ed in 

activi ty. people thou ght t h.:.-:.t y es, the Con gress in its 

own way wa s play ing a pa:r t in ." resisting the war effort 

in a symbolic way. They di d ~. o t want to g o and join' the 

wax effort like the J.efti st paI'ti eS vv'h ich were identifying 

thems el ves wi th the war effort. It was rather a. very 

curi ous si tu ati on at that time. 

S ' harma: 'Nas the activist in you satisfied -
with t hi s ki nd of weak prote s t? 

,2havan: 'ti el I , I shoul d s ay, th ~:::. t there was 

some substitute becau s e attracti on to the party orga..'1.isaion 
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VI as gr e Ct t , loyal ty to "the par·ty, colle agues and friend s . 

I was satisfied and my frustration d sappeared as my party 

I B.c ce pte d the '·) r es iden tship of t~'l e 

.i.)i st:r.'i c t c ongr e 58 C ommi t-c 8 e t"'ffiP OX' 8.rily bee ause the el e c te d 

Pre si den t waS alIa ';'.'e d to 0 1'f er secty agr ah a an ~ go to j e..il. 

;;)0 I 'Nas looking after the Con g ,ce s s 'Nork. 

round, (;alked to "the p eo -le, gave the m reasoning behind 

the I ndividu al ;) 'Ol ty :::,g:r:---.ha, ho w sYLlbolically it was a fight 

a gr-' inst t he 'Ncr and a fight against :'rQ'!:1eri ali sm. 00 th at 

gave some sort of outlet to my energies as a..11 activist. 

':ias the Gan gr es s org::1Xli S: .. ti on qu i t e 

.<2h av 3n : In my di strict, yes, it waS. Ther e 

,'J ere all the 'Norkers, ','700 had gone to jail in 1930, these 

people who hc .. d joined us during the election campaigns 

of 1934 and 1937 and the younger generati on to which I 

belonged. ~ome of them had started going to colleges and 

uni ver si ti es. I thin k our party waS qui te strong in my 

di stri ct. 

~harm.§.: As President of the District Congress 

Commi ttee , Wh2.t efforts did you make \::0 b:r:oad-b2.se the 

p cr ty? 

I "vent round the district and. held 

meetings of the Congress .. ·vorkers, ke'pt in touch wi th the 

young people in Kolhapur and Poon a cOlleges and other 



develop in to 2.. gl'e ::.t stru('<:,:;le. Ojl • • 
.L rll S i'lr..S my a ,·m expec tation 

.; + _ v 

3 he.rma: ·,th 2..t ':12.S tt1':; cll.eXacter 01 the par ty? 

Was it s till ci ty-b a se d? 

No, it ',";'a s ~:ct ci ty- b as~d-e- 'd8 had 

ce rte .. il1ly tc..e support o~:: the ci t y , but in the 1940z the 

party h a d qUite a good support i n th-:: rural ar eE'.S. Th CLt is 

why, I say the pp.,r ty was a v er:, br oa d-b ase d .!laSS party, 

in my district a t leas t. 

t;)h erm a : Peoule 'from lower c ast.e s als o came. --
£h aVan : Lower c a stes, villagers, peasantry 

al so came. But one thing I must say , t he follower s of 

Dr Ambedkar for whom I had a gr t:c..t admiratLm, even tllen , 

kept away from this mOv8 !T ent. Our mOVemel1t could not make 

any impact on them. 

S harma: On the H?-Ti j an s1 -
2h aVem. I am not talking a'o out the Hari j an s 

only , Dr Ambe dkar I s Ma.lJ.ar C2.ste. They are the 1 argest in 

numb er in our State. 

~harm a : He belonged to that caste', 
---

2,h av all : He belonged to th a t caste. l'hey we!' . 

not jn the in dependence mov·ement. 
IT' . 
.ih eir soci aJ. progr arnme s 

and SOCi2l urges "' erP. quite revolution dry with which we 
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felt much s~Tmpi-:ti'\Yf anc. fel t like p:::.;c tici.pating in t ~at . 

But W.1Gn i t C2JJle to the Bril,ish p ower, we were isol ated. 

We r cache d t he villag'2 s , but we coul d no t reach emoti ona1 ly, 

intellectu81lY through our OJ.' g::.Jllis;:>.t L-.nal work to tho se(i'A:h:1«3 . 

.? e opl e. 

Eu t I think the pr obl em vii th Dr 

Ambedkar was that he VIas n ever anti-British in that sense, 

and secondly, thougi1 he wc.S the leader of the Mahar 

communi ty and the Harijans, he never she.red or was prep ared 

9.havan: Well, it is not exactly true because 

Dr Ambedkar had some follo wers out side the Mahar communi ty 

in Maharashtra. Some intellectuals from C.P. and 

Maharashtra, who were not Mahars, respected him o-ighly . 

They considered hi m a gr eat man in the tradition of 

Mahat ma Phule and other s. But when it came to Gandhi ji ' s 

struggle, national struggle, he was not a P2..rt of it, it 

is true. And, therefore, y ou can draw your OVl.l!l inferences 

and you can put it in whatever terms you like. He did 

not par tici pate in it. He fel t as if we were fighting to 

bring b<::;.Ck 11igh caste Hindu rule. 

Hi w role at the Round Table Conference 

waul d d ono cre di t to him. He 'was all t he time putting 

i mpe dimen ts in Gandhi ji I s way. 

Qui te ri gh t. That sho wS th at he \'I8. S 

not uar t of t he indeo ende !1ce movement. But what is the , 

inde pendence movement? Ultimately, when you are historica.ll;V 
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t2.kin ~; oS. vie w 0::.' t il e i nd e:;J 8nuence !I ov~men t now, y ou cannot 

merely S2~· that t ile stru .;gle ag~;ins t t ~le Br i tish was the 

i n de7)ende !, ce movement. Ac coY' din g t o r:1 e, s truggle s which wer e 

direc te d a gai ns t social exploitat i orl , e c onooiC: e2..l)l Oit 2.ti or: 

wer e al l '02X t of t lle independ en ce s tru ggl e. 

~harma : True, but lT2.l1 dh~ was second to none 

in a t t a C king a ny form of expl oi tati on, econocni c or soci 81. 

Chav an : I agre e wi th you 9 we 

follo we d Gan dhiji througho u t our li Le. But my criticism 

of Dr .Ambedkar would :lOt be so one sided, bec ause I under-

stand, why he '.'laS not with us. i 'here was some defl.c.iency 

in our indep endence movem ent, that ',ve h 3,d not made 

sufficient efforts to conV l nce t hem to become a part 

of i t . We have to look a t it t ~is way also. 

V,h enevcr Dr Aobedkar Carne tu our area 

for l ecture, I attended t hem, eVen though I was a Con gre s s-

man. Mostl ~' his lectur ,=s V'l er e !lot ag ainst tlle british but 

against untouchability, social exploi tation-- that there 

was some thing basically 'v~ong in SOCiety which must be 

chang ed for t h e sake of humani ty. 1'hese ideas \-,'ere 

revolution a ry an d I shared those ideas. Therefore, I 

;,vonlt crittcise Dr Ambedkar the "my some people p.li ght choose 

to do. 

I 'Nante d Dr .Ambedkar to do something 

about it. On the contrary, I would say th at it was one 

of t he deficienci~s of the independence movement that it 
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di d not t ry to 2'-';. :1:1.' aC t t h;3 

!leve been more int<3!' -,3 t .;; d in revolution an ci political 

1'1.' c edo!!.! . They '.ve r t" aw ay from us. 'J.:here was some 1 acuna 

i nth " t m ov err! en t. '.i.' h i;3 i S ';,:h 2.. t I feel. 

Sharma: As a youn g man you 1:,\lI3re attrac t ed to 

the ;:3aty a shodhak ~2.maj, then you were at tracted to 'Che 

C.P.I. and t hen attracted. to :.;.::.rds Roy . JUI, one by one , 

y ou reject:;Q, but ~: ou clung to the Congre3s as a child 

would cl ung to l'iis .:lother. Hovi would you explain t ais? 

Chavan: dell , I 2U1 e~sentiallJ arid politiCally 

a c hi l d of 'tlle C:ongr ::;.:!s move ment . But I have eJ.way s stuck 

to progressive trends aDd followed the p:r'ogressive camps. 

and s tuc k on to the Co~ ;ress till 'this c: ay . .£iTom the 

begi nnins my poli tic :J. lii'e developea wi th continuous 

rej ection s, ch a-'71 ~i: es and accepta.YlCes. But at the same time, 

I stuck to the Con ::.ress because i t ·;v c.~.s progreesi vee 

Sharma: .Are you basically a maYl of emotion 

or reason? 

eh "'v ;oln ' 
~--'-' 

I am n ot devoi d of emoti on. But I am 

not es.;., en tial ly a..l'1 emotional person. Though some deciSions 

have been taken on the basis of emotions also. I had my 

doubts about Gandhiji I s ec onomic i deas but I respected 

him. 'Nhen I tl :::ard of' Gendhi j i' S assassination, I vvept like 

a c hil d. So th.::se :infl t:,enc ,) ::3 die. conti :1ue. Intell ectual 

li fe was one t hing but basic poli ticcl, nat-Lonal emotions 

and urges we.!.' e alW2YS influenced by Gandhiji. 

~--------- - .. - - -- -

--' --2:-.&12\}-o 15 . . . 
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If I put it differently , vIe 11ave seen 

t h a t in ever ~.:;" jd'y - 1 i 1'e of c om mOll Pe o V) l e ttl ~T e is C1. ti me when 

the I't::' i .3 a conflict bet',/een ttl::; bead e.no. heart. In .'lour 

C i:, sa, is 11. the :l.;ert t~ ::. t. ;:or ev :il:: or is it the head 

th at pr~ve.:!.l .;;s? 

I think, iii s th e ~lead . For example 

all my good friends we:r'e 'Ni th the Royist ;;roup, but I waS 

emotilY:1al.ly involved in t hs Con ,:;;re s.3 movement in 1939 and 

as such I waS emotionally cList!.:u:bed. But when I ·.,vent 

back and talked to my pe opl e, I sed d: Ul tim ately I have 

to work wi ttl the .se IJe ople 8.;J.d if they are not gOj,ng , I would 

be i sol ate d. Whenever t hs:ce is a conflict between the 

h eap t aYld head, I ' feel, I normE~ly go by the h ead. 

~h E.rma: Does not mt;rely aYl in~ellectual 

approach to public Ii ·,8 or olitics make a person a li ttle 

1 e S8 human? 

I don't think so . )/hy should it be 

so? B edause his intellectual thinking also must have 

some human consideration, human sympathies; intell actual 

does not mean completely clevoid of human approa.ch and 

e!::lotions. Eec8>Use a maXl can be a sociclist intelleotually, 

basically he symp athies vdth the poor,. karuna. It is 

t tie compelling factor. ~hough many tim es I differ wi th 

my col I eagues, still I respect them and have personal 

feelin g for them. I h ad seriously differed '."lith Mrs Gandhi, 

but today when she waS arrested, I Was mOVed. This is hum an 

ai' f e c t i :m • 
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Sh ·...,y·ITl::> · _ CJ"...1. l ...... . 'Nas your' at ti tude to'war ds t he dO IJ'ln-

tro dden of :I(~. or sahanubhuti? 

Kaxuna not _~ah enllbhuti. They are not 

the same. 

That's wh~r I aske d. 

Chavan: That is lFr:1Y I used the 'NOr- d karun a , -- noi 

sahanubhuti. Karuna is a sort of f e eling or resentment 

against injust ic 8, it is a mixture of both . 

!:)harma: - Does inustice make you angry a t times? 

Chav cill : It does, very much. 

S h2J.'ma: It is mOl·e th em resentment? 

Chavan : It i s somet hj ng more tL1.CU1 resentment. 

Sharma: --- You have talked of your I'eading in 

j ail an d 1 ast book you men ti OE ed i7as Russell's What I 

.2elieve . 

I just rememb er some of the books. 

I may have a list of those books which I read at th at tim e . 

I had taken copious notes from some of the books. I read 

some Hindi end Marathi books, and lots of books on Gandhiji 

alsO. But I tried mo r e to u Yl derst<?Jld the general outline 

of socialism aild b asic ideas for which Marx stood. I 

can't s ay that I know all th~ scientific aspects of Ma.rxism. 

I can't claim th at I Im 'u w even J'iI ar xi sm· .fully. I found th a t 

there was immense Ii ter a tu.r e a..t1d i t ;NaS very diifl cuI t to 

underst and in t v.JO months'time. One has to r e adit 

continuously, ·'ihicl1. I discontinu.ed. 
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,jut 1 did reo.:.:l jiffere:-:t s:JDjects. 1 

redJ ~ce-1:ry and literature. Likf' .··.charya dhaQ'v"vdt, ud-ajani , 

v.lhc Vio.S alsc a ::;ans!<rit schclar: re::.!j to us j<.".a lidas's 

d Lama s • Sc it was c~enjn g cf a n'::·\rJ ',,': si:a sf knc 1'/ 10 d' ,-"" .. .. ..t.. -' ::;'-, 

hew "vi . .:I e and i-.c'w brc adenej en e VIC U 1d ,[ be _7. T h j s V-!d s the 

urge in those .jays , in dn i mp re ssicnaole <..Ige wh ic:l-: laid U:e 

fcunda-:icn of what I c(,uld de, \,,,hclt 1 could think later (,n. 

I remember one Dc.ok en ':-ocialism by 

G. O.H. Cole -- 1 ferget the name. It w~s related to 

scientific so cialism. Then we read books en i'ila rxi.sm 

e x p Ia in in 9 :·'/1a rx in det ai 1 s . 

sharma; how did yeur interest in Socialism 

start ', 

Chavan; All these book 5, which 1 read, were 

against repression, against sodal and economic inequaljt y . 

It responded to my urges. The class tc which I belonged 

INas a class of poer pea.sants . hnd 1 thought, struggle f o r 

liberation, if it was t o succeed, must mean something 

po sitive for the ex p loited clcsses. Nlere ly change o f 

government wa.s not enough. That was not my Swaraj. swaraj 

must have some po sjtive social and economic centent. That's 

what socialism had in it. 



1 must Sd)' l-csiUvely thel"!: :l1y interEst 

1 .:lj -:: n e t knew ! Iud-: 

the call f e r sc'ciai c,na eccncmic e'-!ucdit y , and d.;::dnst 

ex~loit6tjcn of the middle intellectual cl~sses, 

prcfessicnals, .;i.nd ethers. l mean ~hase ideds were there . 

But socialism as such that there is a ~cjentific way tf 

orin ging abc·ut thE! tran sformaticn. in sod 01 life, tr.j s 

pc 5itive cc·ncept reached my ccr:sciousness in jaj 1 c·rdy . 

Sharma: Did 'leur re-examinaticn of G2ndhiji's 

t:h j le gc ph}- a 1 so s t c. rt in j a j 1 '{ 

Chavo.n: In a 1Nay , yes . 1 can 't say ·thc.t 1 hc.d 

studied Gandhiji philosoph iccdl'j bEfore . 0c.nc\r.iji , fc r 

instcmce, for' U~. ""as .", n.6tional leajer. ne for us sy:nbvlized 

jn de~endence movement . Gdndhjji ste od fcr us emctionally 

a man \;\'Lc steod fer the [:ioor pec;:,le, a scdntly ;erson . ...11 

the sa j de d s we I'e the re l I do net th ink 1 hod s~ujied Go.ndh j j i '03 

phi losophy. I tried to read it dnd understdnd it from ~ch6rya 

gdve us series of lecturl~S on "';cndhism . 

There wer'e certain pos jtive a.s~ects . Fdrticularly one 

aspect , that a~~ealed to me then, which J t h jnk has its 

jnfluence on me eVE:n now, is f:-urity cf means . Tb::;.t Wc.lS 

d ~ositive ccntribution cf G~ndhjji towards philo so-
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for the I' i:C',st time t~lel'~. It tlC!.U an imp e.ct. You see~ 

Ga...ndhij i IS i.mpact wa s not je!""' r,:~~a.."tc: Jf Gandhiji but 

accept,3l1ce of G<"'I.n dhiji as th e nati on2l leader. '~ i.,lt t llese 

new i <.ieaS vlCl' e no al tc:cn ative to each oth8r. Possibily 

they went alon g also in c ertain dir ection . 

Sh axma : Bu t me t h o ds W'el~e also qui te imp or t ant; 

methods of Marx diG. no t qui te agree wi th Gandhian meth ods? 

Yes, hut I do not think th a t there is 

any thing 'Vvr ong in cl ass struggl e. I think, the i n t erpret a-

ti on of h i st ory that soc i.':!li sm give sis confli c t of 

interes t s. People in power tr y to protect the interest 

of t heir class. This theory is basiCally sound. Even no w 

I believe th nt happens. It is soun d, bu t one has to be 

car-eful. Therefore, you carLot give p~l powers to the 

State. I do not believe :"n t lI e di ct e.t or ship of the 

prolet ariat or any other dictatorship. But t i1el'e is a 

point in this. History reveals tha t the ruling classes 

tried to protect the interc:;sts of their ovm class or people. 

So one h a s to be very watchful about this. Not th at I 

wanted cLass struggle, but cl 2.sS struggle was inherent in 

the social li fe which existed all the time. 

Sh aX' rn a : You could no t close your eyes to it. 

ChaV fJl : --- How you can do that, it was a re ali ty 

and ~ had to ace;e p t it and th en try to face it so far as 

possible . I did not agree ',~ th the Communist t he ory that 

only through cl ass struggl e everything woul c1 be solved. 



I coul d not reach th 8t state, tbough at a later stc:.ge in 

1939-40, at the time oJ:.' ib.8 i::>econd Ivorld ,vEl):, I was t llink-

ing of joining the Comcmnist Par·ty for some time. That is 

that wer e devel opine i~1 my min d. 

Je C• Kum arapp a he_s defined Gandhism 

somethin g like t his : CommlL.'1ism mi nus violence is equal 

to GaJIdhi sm. 

ChaV 8.n: This so:ct of defini tions do tlot lead 

anywhere. Becau se in t l: e ul timate analysis the.t may b e so, 

but c1 2_sS struggle is inseparable from rilarxist:1 , alld class 

struggle does ~ot cOt:1::;letely eschew violence , not that it 

nece s sarily means violence . '.Vi th Gandh':"j i, non-violence 

is very i mporta..'1t because it is linked wi th o hi s ide a s of 

ends and means. But in a str uggle sometimes violence is 

im-posed. on the exploi ted people, not that they want ito 

I am not justifyin g vi o~ance, but sometimes it is inevi table 

Therefor'e, Marxism end cl ass struggle do rIot vouchsafe 

n on-vi ole nee. 

Sharma: -- Was Acharya J av a dekaX' also there? 

No, AcharY8, Jav a deka;r was no t th .. ::r8 . 

There were Acherya Jav 8,d e!car' s articl e s in jailo Javadekar 

an d Acharya Bhagvvat 1/;'ere ver y c1036 friends and associ ate s , 

in thinking also. So ma..11y t':"mes, Acharya Bhagwat used to 

tell us about ACharya Javadekar' s thinki ng , about his book 

Adhuni k Bh2x2.t in Marathi . I do not know how ffi2.l1Y p eople 



- 58 -

know about it outside the l'ilaratl.li-speaking areas. 

~Q~: 

~h avan: 

It has been translated into Hindi. 

I t is an interestinG book. ~he major 

contribution of the book is th~-1.t it tries to develop a 

sort of syntheis bet ~i'leen s octalism 2.l1d Gandhism as can be 

made applicable to the Indian condit,i ons. This ',';as the 

basis on which he ViaS tryin,s to interpJ:'e t the histOI'ice.l 

development s and thought-process • 

.§h arma: It has been generally said th a t 

the y oung people, who \'vent to jail in 1930, ,;vere quite 

critical of Gandhiji and did not see salvation through the 

Gandb,i al1 method. 

Chavan: I do not think tha t th =-- t generalisa-

tion is correct. For examnle, I went to jail under the 

inspiration of Gandhiji and Nehru and the Congress" gene:' a} 

patriotic influence. But -,:,/e steted later on cri tically 

examining things . I certainly disagreed " .. ith some of the 

theories of Gandhism. That did not mean that we had 

became anti - Gandhian as such. I can never accept that . 

Sharma: ]'or example, youngmen who came out 

fr om 1'1 aSi k j ail in 1933 0 

In 1934, intellectual group which 

Jayaprakash Narayan had formed --the Congress SOCialist 

Party ---1 wc~ s one of the persons who joined that. 

~hey were qui te senior people. But I could not remain in 

that pw-ty for more thEm 'two years or so. I found that 
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t h ey were to o aCademi c , boo kish, urban type of people '!mO , 

r eal l y spe a ki n g , did not undg:stonQ the prool ems of t he 

p eo pl e . '.l.: hey just critict sed ana. cri t :Lci sed , ne gative 

approach. ;)0 the COdbress ;.) oci ,-iU.s t Par t y nev er made 2. dee ~; 

i mp ac t on tn,), mi n d . As an exur essi on of my n ew awakenin g 

to the idea of s oci al ism, I t ~10Ug~t t h i s c ouU.ue t h e p :-rty 

with w.!:J.ic h I OjL:.ld'dork . 'l. hi ;3 was not a se par at e p arty 

outsic. e the Conore 0 s . Thi s waS '.:11 80 a p Oin t again to be 

n oted . I t '.0.',' 3 2. group ';vorki n g wi thi n the Congress~ ~here 

wa s n o qu esti on of try i ng to seek an al t ern ative but to 

g ive a n~'v1.l orient a ti on t o the Con gr ess . '1: h is was the i de a . 

L a ter 011 , I jO :;' ned t h 8 n O,Yis t group 

w\;j. eh was d so a g r oup vd. t i'lin l.Jongre s s. I tllought 

It h ad some t hing much mor e p osi ti ve to g ive than the 

csP group. I h a d he ar d about H.oy in j2,il in 1932. TheX' -:; 

wer e one or t v.;o people who u s ed t o get hi s letters from 

jail. 'lhey \\' oul 0. S!:10 '.,v t h em -::0 us . 'L' lley u se d to explain 

h i s t h eory of s oc i 8lism and cDnsti -suen t assembly and how 

t he strug gle of the In dian people sho ul d b e ma de more 

sci en. ti f ic a..'1d radical. :Lhere vvas some sort of romantiC 

effect of it. 

:,'lere there any Royists ther e? 

A few R O,Y i s ts were t here. H.R. 

Ma h a jani \ac~S one of t he m. 

In what oth er 'Nays , di (\ thi s jail 

term shape your p ersonality? One is intellectual dimensi ol1. , 
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The othsr is th9 confirmation th t 

i t 0,'18.8 not just J,j all. E~C ci (l en".; th at I '.v8 nt to jail &'1 d th en 

forgot about i"t, aftervi,.rds. It beC8me a conviction v.ith 

me t "'.' , ,'·-, t ""'1"8 ',v ,_'lulu' L' 1::.ve TO _"' 1' ;:..'1'1+· +',"1- ..., ·" t ,,"" _ -c- ~-lde )-' '''~ .... -~ . ~ v_ _ __ v ~"v ~ '-' .... L '-."> u..Lt:: .. .L.L < !. '~.L.I.U.eH-';C: 

till it wc:.s 

I becsme a confi ::rnecl fI' ~edom fi ,:;hter emoti on ally and 

in te l l actually . 

S he.rma: Ho ~ were the facilities in jail? 

I woul d s;:J·Y in th e first thr e e or f our 

months jailbfp was rather very stri :.. t. lYe went to the 

Central Jail ana. from there we were tra."lsferred to the cam p 

jail. iven there ,i'or t he fir st two or th ree months 1 i fe 

W2.S rather very strict. They 'N e.nted us to do chakki 

busine ss , build roc.ds, c::srry stones on h ead and do all 

sort s of har d work. I f ou.nd e.f ter a .f8w ,": onths, it be c arne 

rather di ffcul t for t L~em to give us Y'lork b ecause the 

number of freedom fight ers wa s incre a sing very f ast. So 

ke eping di sci pl ine was the main probl em for them. Then 

it was relaxed after three months . The 1 atter part of the 

jail term in Visapur Was also hard bu..t the facilities f or 
I 

reading were aV cilable the:..'e . 

::ih ar'ma: - - You could req,uiSi tion books fro:!! 

ou tsic.e? 

Chav an : -- No, I could not do that because 

I had no con t acts. Eu t ther e were a 1 arge number of people 

from outside v.,rho used to send. boolcs. This waS their 
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to t h 2 P .e 0 16 in j ai 1 • So 3. 1 ;.·»,';;8 n urn b er O.i.· I 2. t es t boo k s 

u sed to l'a a ch th.=:re. 

Ch a V·"'1 ' _ c;.. ( ........ . .I.1'o od ·.VeL ;:) ':10-:, v el':J g e o d i n j cll. It 

VI2_~' sub.3t.S.tH~ ar d. :But one gets use d t o i t i n c ourse of 

time. Both in Visapur a.lcl:le-r"y ; .. food ~'1 8.S not good. But 

ther e '.'IS S thi s :::-el axation i n the a t u osp h eI" e t hat we could 

. pI8..y, read anc.. h e.v e sCEJ. l gr o up mee tin g s. 

.§h 2~ma : )Ih at k in ds of games were Drovided to 

you? 

9"havan: Well, th ey n 8.d. not provi d ed any games . 

bu t 'Ne u se d t o pI aJ' our ~ g2IIle s Ii ke Kabb adi in th at 

compound. In the ,) a i! time and even ti l l 8 0 I clock in the 

night, we could ge t ou t of t he tents. 

At a pa ta? - ----
,2h avan: Atapata an d hotut~. Then other games 

VI er e t t'l ere. de used to -pl ay CeT oms an d cards. .J!'acili ties 

for all t h o s e ge.znes we:ce available. 

~h c!Ima: It is said the.t in the 1932 movement 

you were r e s9011Si bl e for i s suing bulletins. Can .'lou tell 

us what these bulletins contained and who aSsisted you in 

t.Jis work, i'inanci c-:lly and physically? 

Chavan: Wel l , physi c e.l par t of i t , we were 

a group of studen"ts, we used to collect im~ or t ant ma t erial 

from ne VI' S items and I,.a:-i te i t our sel v e s. m 
lohere 'Nere some 
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stude nt gr'O 'i':' S~ who never c ,,'.m.a to jail, but collected 

material c=>.J1d kent these bulletins r eady for us. 'J:1he-:.:-e 

'NElS a senio]:' p-=~:son :. a m0d Raghu Anna 1imaye who he1ged us 

a lot ii.'l t h'.?3 9 bulletins. 

>~nd abou t O1C1ne y r <":'1.I't of i "t , ',,,'e used to 

colI ect .small £!j;lount s lLc.)n mer chaYl ts, whb ,/,ere very 

symp 2.thatic to th~ na tional movement. \''Ie r eQuir e d very 

small aLJounts to pUI'ch2se paper &'1d ink . About on e 

t !:' 0 '.lS~:U1d copi es weI.' ,3 suffi cient for us for di stri bu tion 

and pasting in t~e im}) or t an t 1 oca"ti on s of th e tOI/m. 

Di d you discern iJ.;"1Y ch ange in the 

a "t ti tune 01' j0Vernment offi c,i 2~ s to wac ds the nati on al mOV8-

men t i n the early r~:JJs'i 

'£havan: I did not see much in 1932 though 'I'!3 

saW a change in je.il authori ties sor.'lewhat for the better 

in the course OI' our jail terC1. But in the course of next 

ten year s, i. e . in 1942, I saw a defin:5..te change in the 
,I 

attitude of the goverTh~ent . 

~harma : dhen you 1 eft the asp, 'NaS there any 

immediate reason :for it or you just got diSillusioned? 

£hav 2.11: I got di sill usi one d. There was no 

reason a,.."ld th e!.'e w;:;,s no cOt:2plaint c...gainst anybody. :L'he 

methods and the t j pe oi' work t h:~t they were doing, did j! 
" I 

not app eBl to me. 

Di d your concept of soci ali sm di .:.'fer 

from their conceut? 
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£~l: ~hei r c once pt '.'Id S al s o ev 01 v i ng--not 

th a t t {le~T ~l:::~d 2. ve:r J fo:'eLl -Cie~ined c ':m 88pt of s oci ,:u ism. 

~hey we .• : e try ing t o p[j.I'aphX' a s e wh a t Marx s ai d about e c on omi c 

Cin.d S 0C::' -J. e ~ploi t2.tiot1 .?l':. Q hoI-'.' the st r u .,;gle W2"S t o b e 

cQ:-r i ed on , Thei ::' 8 ai!1 p oi n t ';!R S t h ot Ga..n dh i j i's approach 

W2.5 in ade quate ancl as s Ll c il it h a d to b e buil t up, t h ough 

they were n ot personall y c ri ticeJ. of Gandhiji. But the 

group of people t h s. t was yvorking f or it and the mann er in 

which th ei r or gani 8 ,. tion fUll cti on e d , gave me a f e eling that 

I h a d n o -pI ace i n t !. a t, 

Thi s 'Na s more intui t i v e t han any thi ag 

eh a-v an : Ye s, intuitiv e . There was no 

struggl e or cli .: __ fe~1ence of o:?i n i on va th any p ,-lrticul al' p er s on 

or any complaint against any i ndiv idual l eader as suc h . 

l) ut I re al i se 0. t h a t I 'Noul d no t b e abl e t o r!l a ke much i mp &c t 

'i/or ld ng wi th thes e pe o:ple o 

~harm a : i ue word ' sociclism ' h a s b een 

used di f ferentl y . A."Yld as Prof . U. M. Joad once said : 

flIt i s j us t l ike a h at wni ch hc,S l o s t its shape beCause 

ev er yb ody we ars i t , " {,h a t W:::: .. S :pre cisely y our defin ition 

of socialism? 

Well , fir s t , soci91ism a s I underst oot . 

a t tha t ti De me ant, equ 81 i ty of man . Secondly , the en d 

o f ) ov2rty and thirdly , the i dea I.'I &. S that the moti vation 

in t h e production mU3 t be c hange d. I t mu s t not be for 
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profit but :~o~' :l1:,el"ingl,he n e eus ai' the p90:--18 • 

.rl.nJ. it so.o:;.l(;, De aoci ,llly oriented'? 

Ye s, sQei ::'11:: orie r"!ted . 

three major cor c8'1tiol1s of soci.::0.: sm as I uuderst ,)o d c.t 

that ti m ~ 3.:-: d in the COUL' 82 0:' I do not t :dnk I hewe 

c h 21l ,=-;8 d m u c il • 

You still aJ:li ::...e 0, ' them? 

Ch aVdl : 

Di d you :_~i ve some though t at th at 

ti me to the a:et~lods al so? 

I coula. not give any thinking to the 

methods, but I thou ,!,nt th at \:~!e would nave to fight, ',p l.l. 

nccessar~r, by vi olent meC'.n s . Sot t '.l8.t I h q l any plen for 

viole t'lce , etc" but inteL~.ectu2.J,ly I --,'2_S of' opinion t (lat 

there should not be &"1,Y .LDilibi ti oD , ii' somebody im:?oses it 

It ,vas not individual terrorj.stic violence th .?t we vvere 

thinking about (not Violence for violence sake). On the 

test of Violence, non- viol ence looked to be rather 

doctrinaire . It V'laS not a practical pr oposition , beoau.se 

when "va read history of inde1)endence struggle at that time 

we thought th .s.t Gandi,' iji I s giving up of struggle bec ause 

of a vi olen t inci den t at Chauri Chaur a was r ather an 

extreme step_ ThHt w a S my impression then. I am giving 

, . , 

, 
you an example of what I thou,€-:ht t hen and the reason 

. , , 
, , 

there of. 



- 65 -

Di d ~T OU give th ou;;ht to this, th e,t 

<;oci Bli sm 0 1' western T:lp e has to be amended to sui t the 

c onditi on s "'lere di f f ::relt e...'1ll th at c '.mce p t Car:te to me when 

I tried to unc.erst8~d Roy . He was tryin g to interpret the 

re au irements of e:onlic r,tion 0: theory of socialism to In dic. 

condi tions in India. 00 th at is 

an idea t hat socialism do es not n :; ed to be of one single 

type to be impose.d on eacb and ever-;l coun -vry. 

It could not be planted vvholesale? 

.2h avan : No, you cannot do that. ~o naturally 

socialism that ln i.lia needs hEls to be eYolved with its 

o Wll exp er ien ce • 

~harmp.: N ow, in th a t c on text, do you think 

that l1andhi ji has given a new dimen si on to sociali sm? 

,2h ava..'Yl : I think so . Now I fe e1 that Gandhi -; i 
" 

has given a new dimension to soci:3.1ism. 'rhe criticism which 

I made in 1932 does not hold good now. I have been · 

through much experience. Though he seemed to be very 

idealist, he wa s the most realist leader th2t India has 

ever produced. Gand~liji steJlc1s in a greater dimension 

before me today than even then. I a[1 not a Gandhi an, bu t 

I conEiider Gandhiji to be th .;:; §:r t~at e8t leader. He und3r-

s to od t h e psychology oi' the ;?8 opl e and the str ategy to be 

appli ed. The compromises that he made were not as a 
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n B QJ:l l " clS a ~a rt c f ~i s in ~u jtj on an d wh a t -

at· j t, h j s acee pt an ce of t h e .Poct .vi th j r win, his ar.;r r c) aeh 

t c 1?~2 move rne ~ t, dnd t~ e mann e r in wh ich h e tre a ted t h e 

un d e rg r ,; un j we rke .['5 ( wi th sym ')ath ,/ an ·j un :lerstanjing af te r 

his rele ase ) show s how realistic and t: I'a ctical he was. 

Scme o f h is disc ip les, so called ~.andhidns, \j~ere ra.ther 

very doct r i n a ire l·-;ec::; le, b E N o S) d creative man. ... 

Shdrma; They were more ·.:ia.ndh ian than Gandhiji 

himse If . 

Chavan; fVbre Gdndh ian than Gandhjji hi:nself. 

~ ·4·hj le we were irl jelil in 1 )42, t h ey were hi:;hly criticd.L 

cf 194 2 :nov,.?ment. but when Gan dli j j i c ame to ~on chljdn i 

after h i 5 re lease in l':i44 , 1 ale n ,;] with my friends went 

to see h im and he did not c ondemn them. lEe sai) that 

they we r e patriots. 

Sharma. ; Do you mean to say that his various 

acts have stood the test of the time and he stands 

vindicated'? 

Chavan; Very much vindicated. 

Sharma ~ Cou ld you give us an idea abo ut the 

stren9th of the CSP in ;vlaharashtra and who were its 

l.eaders at the district and provincial level'&' 

Chavan; ' /ell , J would not be dDle to tell you 

abou·t tLe stren l;th at different levels in the districts. 

But 1 c a n tell you who were the leaders in my district 

and at t he p rovincial level. The provinical leve 1 L~dders 
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t he district level, this Limaye" e.s I nave told you , wa:: t.l.:!1.' 9 

di :ferent Je.e..cle:r:s . I n Poona, ::H~.irubhau Lim ~ye was th~re. 

Sh srma : \"h .?t n:1; iij~·-tmarc>Jn Patil plaJ in t he 

politics of Satara a:1d how did ~iOU or g2...Ylice :ris election 

campc:ign? 

'''h ~ a V 311 : Atmaram P2.til was one oJ the very 

import,ant peas :::.ni: leade_ s t:1G.t er:l 2 .rged a::ter 1934 i n my 

di strict. He wr::.S educated up to ~!1atricul a'tioi1 0::::: so but 

he was very e;rticul ate . He h ,2d gone to jail many ti mes 

and was receptive to neV;i ici.eas. He oecame the ~eader of 

the y oung te am of the rur.91 wor 1:.:er s of m:;' di stri c t. I was 

one of t hem . 

During ' those d. ay s , in elections the 

tr a.dition vVC(S to choose candide,tes from among the cl ass of 

rich people , lec.din g l c~wyers , money- len ders, rich pe a s 2nts 

or agricul turists W~10 or W11.0S8 families wer e lmol;'/ll and well 

conne ct ed and who coul d. spend a lo t o f money and could 

contribute to th e pc:rty . iNhen the time for election came 

in 1938, we said : ITo , thiS time we would need at le 2.st 

o ne man f rom our .;rou~ , who represents the new movement of 

the Congress, the rural movement of the Congr es s. Our 
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di strict "'las one of t he le::~ding clis -: ricts fr om vlll ere 

th:ousan (:!.s oi' ge o :;1e had gon e to jail. Hence , we wgn ted 

him t o represent u s . And t h i s I'equest wa.S n ot acceded to 

e a sily. 

!:)o \\€ ~ sd t o S t,2.rt a. camp aign fUil ong 

our wor ~;:er s in t he di s t.rict, t ~:,~t "ie must have t his man. 

iife put SO::l8 sort of pres s').re on our district l ee,ders, but 

the dis 1ri ct 1 · 2.der s '.:Jer e r8:t ~1;'~' reluctant . So. ',ve 

h a d to go t o t he Stat e l e;.:..ders. 'Iho s e wer E Jed~1e, N.V. 

Ga dgil a'1 G. Sha;:, karr a o :Ueo. But t :ey 'jv8 re more i~ fluenced 

b y t he d.is t ri c t l e:3.der s t Z18l1 b2/ us. 'lYe were ne-·v pe ople. 

We h a d no sOCj_Bl status of Delongin e; to larld. ed pr'oprietor 

cl ass ortc 'rc:]i-dy re' spectabl~ profession like th at of 

l awyer s. I '.v::.:.~s a coll eCe studen t at th e.t time . I was 

doing my B.A. U1 tim a tely, I hao. to go to SardaI' Patel. 

You will b e sur prised to kno w t h~lt when t l1e strug gle 

started and v;€ thou ght tha t t h e leaders v;ere not supp ort­

ing us, our team select e d me to go end meet Sarda.l' Patel 

bec ause I was, ' amongst them, a more articulate person and 

a Ii ttl e courc:tgeous, vvh o could g o and meet &YJ.y boc1y and taJ 

00 I we n t c3l1G. met ~ 8.rda:r· Patel and. explaine d to him the 

reason s ber-dn d our deman d: Thi ~ '/la s a new phase in the' 

Congre s s ::n ove ment in our di strict and in the State. 

[80 I sai d..:.7 · If you don't change the character and 

composi ti on of candidates, y ou l,'1/oulo. be failing the pe opl , 

He did not S ay yes or no, but he he2,;rd me for about t en 

minutes or so, an d I think in spi te of all pr essure on 
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Jc.:.. cd. 

he Wd S ii VE ry ~x "t i E rf u 1 i11a.n . 

5urprisjng} when 1 wanted to meet S~rj~r ~iitel; . - . 
r:e a llo l/Ve.j 

me to meet him ~nd heard me for ten/fifteen minutes 

comin 9 from ru rr.., 1 ]rdio. . 

c l--,.· "In - . 
~~~~. \,h.s.t i mpre 5sicn ji d he make on you- the 

firs t ~mpre5sjon? 

Cl·i~'./dn : 
--..---~ 

~ e w u. 5 very i m r:' re S 5 i v e 6.11 j v·d Ilj n 9 to 

1 i st en clil d un::e rs ~ ,~n d ct 'TIdn. 

M man of few words . 

Chav ::;.n ; Very few wc r ds . Jut he listened to me , 

d i d n o t try tc interru::;t me o.r ci sk an y coun ter YUE' stj ons . 

He asked sc-me preliminary '-iJestion s cn 11' ljke ~ v,hc:,t do ycu 

hhc constitute.::-\ the distri ct l ed,je r sr.ir-", 

late.r be came 

GU r great frL:>n:ls, eSi-JEcic:.J..J.y ;nine . 1 res~ected them . 
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Bhausahib died l c. ter- -in t h e 1 ) 585., I t hink . 

'Ihen Atmat' am Patil W2.S also e. district 

1 e .9.der 0..': th ~ yo u ni?;er p eo :Jle. ::>o01e of u s from hi s ,~;roup 

were em e r gins. as new 1 eadcJ.: S. ;: hi s \vaS a pt::ri od of 

tra."Ylsition 0:: district le &dershi:p after th~ election . Tho~r . -.., 

c 0n ceded the se at to us. j;hey thoughi.. that we ~Iere bound 

to lose as we had no m O Ll ey or bi g narne. Eu t when t he 

campaign started, t ': ey re9.lised th at "lve had the strength 

and Atmaram Patil received unprecedented vote ·:; at the p ol l . 

'J.: h e l'e . ::;:ca muJt:i-member consti tuencies at th 3.t time . From 

each con sti tuency four cal1did2.tes used t o be el ected. One 

candid a te from each constituency waS no t the policy then . 

So in my eli strict tiler e VI <:~ S OGe or two constituencie s. 

In thi s co.lsti tuency tl1ere ';',Ie1'e nearly five or six tahsils. 

A..'11ong tne [ ..; ur per-sons elected, ·-i tmaram Patil topped the 

P 0:"'1. At that tim e , fr aLl C :li se \.,6. s no t adul t fr a.'1 chi se • 

I t viaS re s tri cted to pr oper ty ri ght s. Land revenue wa s the 

basi s of t he fr ancm se at that time. 

For election campaign we used to r::lOVe 

.-
on bicycle s or in buses or by bullc.::!k-cart. There used to 

be .yatras where \ve used to an.nounce about the next meeting. 

v'tE~ had to speak wi thout any l oudspeaker vJhich was not 

easily avail abl e in t ho s e da,), s. Pe opl e use d to throng i r, 

thos e meetings . At that time one party one symbol was not 

t her e. 

~harma: I t hin k th ey had. coloured boxes. 
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Cho.van : No, every jndividudl memcer WaS 

SU -l) pc.sl~d t o have a symbol and. htmaram Patil had hal a s . , --
h is s ymbo l--it oeCdme d symbol c f ag riculturists. His 

success in t he election estaDli shed t he rUX'dl lea..jership 

very fj.rmly in .,iaharashtra because that wa s n e t on ly the 

experience cf rily district but o f the who le ::itate and of 

Prddesh Congress Co ~mittee dlso . A new type of le dde r-

shi p was emergin l;;J . 

This be c ame a ~ace -setter . 

Chavan; This became a pace-sette r. 

Sharma; rJl .:::i it affected other parts of 

Ivlahardshtra also. 

Chavan; It did. r.nd simultaneo usly similar 

cases we re ha piJenin r~ in other dist ricts also, but ... tmaram 

Patil's case became somewhat symbo lic for the state. 

sh a rma ~ how would yo u compare the electj ons 

at that time and in Independent India'i 

Chavan ~ There is no question of com~arison. 

Atmaram Patil had no money, excepting the money that he 

paid as deposit. Even I would say in the first e lectJon 

which 1 fought in 1'146, before Independence, I did not 

spend more than a thou sand rupee s . My depo si t money was 

two hundred and fifty rupees. 1 spent about a hundred 

rupe es, or two hundred ru pe es to meet cantin gencie s while 

trave llin g during the election. 1 contributed rest 
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of the money to the District Congress COr!lmi tt e e. Lat er on 

electi o!'2 expel1s~s b~came 2.. problem, and no ',v i t has bec ome 

a huge affair. 

At that ti ,le sacri':: ce '.7::.'2 t~e re81 

as se t. 

Ch3.van: I.t was t he r e8l asset . It 'Nas 

in dependerlce movement versus imperi21isG1 . It waS a 

dem on str 8.tion of the will of t :1e l_eople for independence. 

Tb. .?t we.S t he r eal ty-pe of Clovement, n ot a p8X'ty contesting 

elections to get into p o wer. 

~harma: Do y e u think there is de cline in moral 

values ••. 7 

Chavan : 'Nell, I do not know because that is 

rather a very high son ::ding subject . Elections, election 

pr ac ti ce s, peopl e 's 1:e qiJ.iremen ts h ave b ec orne ail" feren t. 

Nowaday s one has to go and meet the people a..n.d talk to them 

for t hat one ne eds transport. Intensive propaganda is to c! 

done • 

.eJ2,e..I'ma; I think thiS is a question of 

questi on s. V/by the :geopl e \-"ho 1 ed th e in depen dence moverney' l 

and vlhom the p eople truste d immensely have c hanged? This 

is not a qu estion of A.B.C, but the general attitude of t nt 

people to v~ards political workers is one of suspicion. WhY' 

has it come about ? 

.2havan : It has come because in 1946, when 

we fou ght the election on' behalf of the party, though we 
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formed the Government, it was to fight the imperialist 

power . Later, it bec am e a que s ti on of sharing pOv..€r. So 

the values change d. I think that happens in every country. 

It is not an excep tion i!l I:ldi2.. I wo uld se.y, in Indi~ 

it happened rat tler early. 

~harma: 

'£havan : 

~harm.§:: 

:E,ho,ru. 

,£havan: 

§'harma: 

But it is a steep decline. 

It is, I do admi t. 

One may s c:.y th ~,t t:tagis have become 

I would say that is the proce s s. 

Did you mastermind an.y technique 

in Atmaram Patil' selection? 

.2.h~: It is not maS term-irtding, . out there 

'was a k een interest in my mind to work for him. I was 

prepared to go to the people by any means and telk to 

them about our symbol. Some different methods ";' ere 

practiced in other Darts of the district also. As I could 

not cover the whole district, I started in my own w8Y'i I 

had allotted one tahsil for me and started working. I 

prepaeed the young people in the villag e, telling them 

about the new role of the Congress, new 1 eadership that 

was coming up in the districts and its significance. The 

young people took up the election in their own hands . 

Normally . otherwise, the 'establishment' in every villag e 

used to guide the election. But this time 'we s ·tarted 

organisin g the younger people who had no orientgtion of 
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self-inter 8st in the election. Because in t hoB e d a~l s, the 

so-called lead ers,who belonged to the propertied class, 

supporte d t h e GovernG'len t or t ile LTovernmen t-party , use d to 

spend moneJ, keep t he voters on previous night at some 

p I ace. T hey 'Her e al so fi ghtin g against us. But ',ve had 

n a me ana to do these things. T her erore, we had to mobili se 

people I S support for election. 

~harma: You' made up th a t \".ri th y our work • 

.Qhavan ; Wi th hard work. I was one of them. 

One very important part of the campaign wa s to get 

C ongre s ti cket for Atmar am P atil and ge.t . him a cee pte d as a 

C ongre ss c andi date. The se cond p ert . vmS to camp aign 

against the old established leadership in the rural 

areas,a..'1d it took <1.uite Some time. In th2 t also, I h 8d 

play.ed a very important role. 

Sharma: Did he plaY a."1 active role in the 

Assembly a.fter his election? 

Chavan: Yes, he did in hiS own way. I would 

not say it was a very prominent role, but he did playa ro: : 

~arma: Now, do you think that 1937 is a kind 
I 

" of watershed in the poli tics of Maharashtra in the sense, ' 

as you sai d, th e:: t a new 1 eader ship took over7 On the one 
, 

hand, it put &""1). end to Brahmin ascendency and on the other' 

it al so put an end to the eli ti st control over poli tic s. 

Di d thi s trend start from 1937 or a li ttl e 1 ater? 

.E havan: I should say, the process had start( 

i · 

. 
" 
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in 1930. 'ilith a laX'ge nu.mber of rural people participating 

in the moveme~1t, i t c ~1anged the cb.8.r:::.cter of the movef!lent. 

It cha.YJ.ged th e comp osi tion of tl1a movement, -- numericcllY, 

quantitatively 211d qualitatively. Pe ople from the rural 

a:r-€as us ed to go and ad dr e ss ;wbl i c me etings in tllei r oWn 

1 angu.Qge 8J.'1d sty18 and it han some impac"t. 'l'hougl1 the pe0.91<2 

going from citi es though t tjat they were the only pe09le 

who could go and talk to the people about the independence 

mOv-e t:len t. In this way , a very i.:l.rticulate leG.dership 

started coming up for the purpose of the mO,vement in rural 

ar eaS. So wa ter-she d ·.vas not that jeer . It WE:S a transi- ,. 

tional period, I woulct 52.], t rom 1930 to 1937 . The: yearD37prov€ 

it by election. « 
" 

My poin t waS that though in the sense 

o f lJ ar tic '2. pat ion the trend h ad changed, au t still the 

mas ses or their 1'32.ders were not a~le to hold the levers of·· 

powers, or I put it differently, the ~o rri dor s of 

p ower were still closed to thea:.. They were opened only 

in 1937. 

£ havan :. Yes, in that sense , yes , one 'can say • . 

It was not completely open to them even then, but the 1937 I 

:' 
el ections gave them confidence t:J.at they could e.o 

that. Iil th ;:. t sense, if you want to cell it a watershed,.: 

you c al1 call i t. 
I .' 

E:!h8.rma: What "veTe ," our subj ects in B. A.? 

I was a student of r:. istory and 

economics. I was ll ot a very regular student in my college 
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life. I pr2.c'tically attended c ol l ege thr ,jugh proxy. Most 

of the ti me I wor k~d in rny dis trict, went to colle ge for 

tlle l:::st fe l
.'} months , prepare d for t he examin ation aDd got 

through. 

JI.'lr • Uhavan, you were preoen t ,at the 

historic A.I.C.C . .sess10n i n Bombay . Could you recapitul ate 

~havan: I l'emember v ery ,;ell the historic 

se s sion. It is just as ·fresh as if it happened l as t month. 

The most impOl.''t811t peI' 30n who ffi c:.de imp ac t W2:.S naturall y 

Gandhiji becau s e he had already given 'the Slogan of 'Qui t 

In di a' • ., a all eYE; s aY! d e aTs were -a age r t 0 see an d heaT 

him. Maul ana AZ2.d a..Yld P andi t Ne hru al so pl aye d a very 

important r ole. Maulana ~ahib made a very bee..utiful speece 

summin g up t he :)olitic al sitt..;g,tian of that tim e. It waS 

one of the best speeches th~.t I Clave he~.r d. 0::::' cCJLlTse, 

w.e ..,ver e unable to :ollow some of the e)..-p:re.ssions of the. Urdu 

langu age for which ':,/ e had to take help of somebody else. 

So wi t h Pandi t Nehru, ",,,ho waS popular all t he time, th ere 

is no do,;bt about it. Th ere was a feelin g that Jawahe..rlal 

Nehru and Mahatma uandh1 had some di f ferences. So 'we all 

were vlatching it with anXiety and curio si ty as to 1Nb.at VIaS 

happening. 

The mOiSt impor tant t tling th a t I 

remember in detail waS tbe spe ech th a t Mahs.tma Gandhi 

deli veX' ed after the resolution was pat-! sed. ::lome of the 

sent ence s he . u tter e d V'ie}. e hi storic at any time of hum£lll 

; .:1 

. . , 
I : 
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stru ':'gJe of a.."ly c ountry. He saJ d : J:.Jvery one of ,Y ou s hould 

from t;llS moment ol1 w'3.rcis consider your s elf a free man or 

woman a."YJ.d act as if .you are fr ee· ..... I am not going to be 

satisfied with anything shoI:t of complete freedom •••. ,'We 

shall ei ther haVe a free In dia or die in the attempt . I 

t ell 'you, t hey were such dI'amatic, hy pnotic words , though 

he waS speak.ing ver~r slowly and softly . We were si tt ing 

som ewhere at the b a ck of the :tJandal and practiCally we 

str aine d our ears to listen to him . And pe ople got the 

message th a t though t he leaders might not be there to issue 

instruc tions they should work ou t their o wn pr ogrammes and ;, 

fi gh t. Thi s waS the l as t struggle to be fou gh t. 

~harma: liDo or di e "? . 
" 

Ye s, he said: "Do or di e ". Thi s 

mess age was of the sUJ:'reme iffi-p or tance for the whol e A.I.C. , 

apart from its proceedings and passing of resoluti on s. 

Shar ma: In the Congress leadership, as you 

rightl y said, there waS a di f ferenc e of opinion. Panditj ::i 

was not for 1 aLlrl ching th e stru[~gle and so were many 

others. Was there any such feelin g in Maharashtra al so 

amon g the le aders? 

Well, at 1 east, I h ave not come acr 

such fe elings . But t here v{d.S a gener al fe elin g , t hat so rr. 

I 

" 

i 
thing historic v>J8.s going to happen in the , A..I .. C.C. - ,ses.si ( .' 

I . 

And I went w.i. th my group to Bomb ay. We wer e there on 7, E . 

and 9 August , when thel eaders vv ere arrested and t he who~ 

ci ty of Bombay was prot. esting a gainst this repressi on . 
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Viere you a delegate? 

Cll aVeJl : I ','7aS not a del e~ate . I v"Ie.S not a 

member at the .A.I.C.C. But I had gone just to ',\latch t~e 

proceedi llgs , to get -ene fiL'sL-h and imp!" .jesions of the 

sessi on which was going to be a historic sessi on . 

~harma : ])i d. the arrest of the 1 eaders come 

a s a surpri se? 

£hav an : It did. It did in the s e~se that they 

were not expe cting that they would be arr ested so soon, 

mi ght be in a day or two . But that ver y night they promptly , . 

acted an d arrested the leaders . ~eople r eacted sp ontaneousl 

and most sharply against repression. 
!, , 

.§.h arma : The arrests did not depress the people? 

T.he p sople wer e angry . There was no 

question of depression. The:tr were in a fi ghting mood. 

:they said: A challenge h as been given and it must be taken . 

I t was t he beginning of the fight. '.chat waS how i twa s 

taken. 

~harm a : After the arrest of the leaders, ther E 

was an underground A.I .C.C. meeting in whi ch ~adiq Ali, 

:Dr , Lohi a , Sucheta ji and a few other s parti ci pated. Were 

you in touch with them? 

£hav an • No, I was no t in touch wi th them. 

But the gen eral feeling was there that this time we were 

not going to court arrest. Vve had no idea about the A.I.C. G 

I !. 

I ,. 
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meeting or wher,e they me t. I do not know even now. ,And 

that they gave the mess age which W2~S cciCried on, wa s not 

a very correct thin g . The Deonl e had taken their own - .. 
decision s . Th at atmosphere was thel~ e. VIe, for example, 

about ten /fifteen people of my distri c t met there. We went 

round th e streets of Bombay to see the a tmosphere of 

resista.'!ce. Vie did not partici-pate but watched the crowd 

' as outsiders. 'lIe just wanted to see what the spirit of 

resistance was like. In our me etin g ViS discussed that 

since the leaders had been arrested promptly by the · 

Government, they must have Dlans to arrest other people do ~, 

to the district level. So this time vve did not follow t he 

usual technique of going to jail and surrendering ourselve" 

We decided that though 'yy8 had come in groups, but we would 

not go back in groups, we would go separately, so that we ' 

did not get arrested. This decision was taken spontaneous:: 

by our group . 

'§harma: ~ho were the others with you? 

Chavan : -- . Well, K.D. Patil', Chandru Patil and 

Shantaram Inamdar were wi th me . So according to our plan, 

we st aye d for on e day more. Normally, from Bombay to Poon 

we used to go by . train and from Poona to Karad by bus. Be 

thi s time, I made i t rever se. I went by bus from Born-bay 

to Poona and from Poona to Karad b~l train. But I got dOVK 

at a.n earlier station before Karad and walked d01,m to th t 

village. I stayed there with a friend of mine for a day 

and asked him to get 'Norkers. I started working. I told 

: j 

, 
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the (!'l t hat thi s ti me we ::ere no t go ing to j ail. ife ',"JQ t;.ld 

have to De c are iul c:.nc. pla.ll s ome a cti on . An d t :l i s wa s hO 'I'; 

" t h e \'Ii:ole t::il'b started . li e s te;.' t ed m-=e ti r:,; in di f fe r ent 

Sharm a : ,Iel'e you iL80gni to Qu:c i ng t :lis p =rioa? ----

/lell, I do :10 t thi n k in 't ~le e arly 

stag es I wa s i n c ogn i t::l, but I wa S ~ ot goin g openly 

on the ro a ds of village s an c t ovms. ~ut ~ ot t hat I h a d 

chan ged my dress or anythin g . I ,';Vas k e eping my mov eme nts 

r a t l1er secret, but a t t tl e Se...ffi e time 1,','8}3 caJ.J.ing meetings of the 

worker's . There was c. little freedom fo r the first fifteen 

days . Th e people were more e.1.thusi astic and t; (l e p olice 

waS not th8. t alert. do >,.'e s -r a:cted ,;/orki n6 on an organisa-

1;ion ana Cl ecided our nt!xt step . Kisan Veer was one of our 

very important leaders . I wanted to get in t ouch wi th 

him . So I went to nis v ill age which WB.S 8.b out fifty miles 

away from my homet o wn . . I jU 2t sent Vllord t h at we shoul c', 

have a meeting. So our people in the village gathered, 

. about 800 or 1,000 Villagers. In tha t meeting , I told them: 

about our L ew programme. I gave my impressions of the 

A.I.C . C. sessi on and t h e purpose of the new moV ement . 

"Do or die" was our 810g an . ae were n ot goin g to 

oourt arrest. We just talked on tho s e lineS . Then ,;vi tb. 

t he c o op ,=rat:i.0n of spirited volunteers, v!3 started the 

public a t i on of bulletins. The t hird important thing th a t 

we decide d '.vas to organise morchas of people and take 

them to t ahsil cJtch=rr~ . The idea was to demonstrate 
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aYld capture th e citadels of -)o'.r.,'eI'. Then ".ith some of the 

t aluka leader s, we or -3Xli se d theae m£Echas . Tl'li S :i as t h e 

first org 0 Yl is2d attempt of peonle' s resistance. 

~l!~: 

.2E~: 

/lere you e:ole to capture some? 

The idea was not to capture in that 

sens e , 'out to capture symbolicallY . In one instance Vie 

certainly did , but I waS not there. The p eo~le wen t there 

an d ask.:: d the ~aml a dar to pu t. the fl ag on the cut":;~le:!'D. and 

he did it. It h,~d such a powerful impact. But the district 

adm'ini s tr ati on r ec~c ted to thi s inci den t very sharply. 

I still remember' one ~!:.cha in my town. Our peo :;:Jle went 

there, dem ons tr ated and put a tricolour nag. He did no t 

follow the seme technique of askin s the ~'i amlada:r to put t he 

fl ag, On the same day other morchas were organi sed in 

Karad, Patan . .And they went on peacefully . But on the secon e 

round, 2. t 'laduj and ISlampur p olice o-ecame very tough . At 

Vaduj, polic e opene d fire on one such morc h a and nine 

persons were killed. After thiS firing, t hey started 

repression in a much more comprehensive and ruthless way. 

Then the second stage, of going 

underground, living incognita, changing one's dre s s, if 

possible,making movements in a secretive manner came . But, 

still t 'len , v,e were moving outside practically wi th the 

people's s up p or t. I used to go a..'1. C. stay in a village wi th 

a friend of mine emd used to go out in the fields to sle ep. 

We kept i t rather: sec ret. That was how the whole thing 

: . 
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worked . iL'1d t he supp ort of the :J e ople waS so spontaneous 

that rem2.j n ~ ng Llndel~ground in a villag e 'NE. S very simple. 

Every one lmew t h qt we wer e in the villap'8, but they also 

knew th ~t i t W2 S t heir responsi bility t o protect us. If 

they saw an y new f ace or unknO 'Nrl per'son, they i mmediately 

U;:3 ed to send a Gl t: ::;; s a ge . ~'rom mout h t o mO l..l t h the me s sage 

u sed to re ech U'" '-'. I~hen people got inte1' ,.: sted and involved 

th emS el v 6 s in such a l' esi stance movement , one (; an very '.vell 

r eali se the atmospher e . I twas l' a tn er ti me to Jiw t~Jr ()Ll&: :i::::<i.i 

I i' ~ el 1 ike t 11 a t. 

Sharma: And Doli c e dur in g thi s time was 

symp at he tic? 

Ch2.V 8..n : In Barli 6r per iod, they were sympathe 

But after this firin g , the administr ati on became more toug ' 

t t ough they also got little frightened. I felt at times 

that some of t hem knevv where we were but they r emained 
I 

in active . But after this firing, ~epre s sion came into for : 

a little more. They started attacking the properties of 

t h e people who were unde::::-groll .. 'YJ.d., . they issued notificatior 

prizes were annou nce d on the heads of the leading people . 

One t hou sand rupees was the prize on my head . This start€ { 

after September 1942 and from Octob er on war ds the things 

beoame rather tough . A large number of people were 

arrested. In uecemb er and January the y became terribly 

tough. In December, they arrested my brother Ganpatrao . 

as I was in touch wi th him, although he waS not directlY 

involve d in the movement. 

I 
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To pressurise him. 

'£h av an : To P!' essuri se him and pressuri se me. 

~n J811UC?.r y , they arrested my wife, Venutai. I had married 

in June 1942 and the movement started in August. So s he 

was a new member in my family and. Was qu i"{;e unused to 

this sort of thing . She was from a well- to-do family and 

had nothin g to do with these patriot~_c movements, etc. She 

was arrest e d a uay be fOl: e ;:i ankr anti . .:5ankr anti is c on si-

dered to be very import ant for newly-married Bahus. My 

mother and. my eldest brot, h,,:,r were there. ~o my mother 

took it r ath2I' very badly . .::ihe was not prepared to allow 

her to go wi th t he nolice. But, then some peo~le came a.."1d 

'9 ersuaded her not to do th :::t . ot herwi se, she wa s in a mood 

to resist t he police. 

;:iharma : When did your mother pass away? 

Chavan : She pai:J8 ed away durin g Indo-Pakistan ---
conflict in 1965. She died in Bombay. She saw me become 

Chief Mini ster and Defence Minister . 

Sharma : --- Then your wife was kept in j ail for 

some tim e? 

Chavan : For about six week s in a l ocktlp , 

in terrogating her in a rude way. They wer e trying to f i nd 

out whether she knew my whereabouts and my contacts . 1: hen 

I do not. know w~ they released hel.' some time in the end 

of l!'ebruary . 

Sharma: You mean to say , they tried to exploi 
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Ve:::y muc ~1 so. One of my nephews 

in t h e r:le2n ~;.;hile wet S al s o a;r:r es ted an d '.'J& S tr '2:e.t ed very 

badly '.'!hil e he was in "'Golice c u st ody. He '·:'Ja s 2. schoolb oy. 

He h 2.c, D2.rtl cipa te d in "th e sa() o tage move ::l ent a:.'1d h a d j oined 

in an att a ck on a rail way st a ti on, where the police arms 

were taken a wgy by t h e freedom fi ghters. 

Sharma: Now, le a.ders like ~ana Patil and Pando 

Master ••• . 

,2h aV &'1. : I had met Pandu Master al'J.d Ha:':12 Pati: 

once ,tha t too at an eal'ly stage; but later on I had no 

contacts with him . Kisan Veer we s a great friend of mine . 'j; 

Ue..d star·te d p artici ~J ating i e. the mov -= ment together, but he 

iN c.S arrested. But VIi thin two or three months, he escaped 

i'rom t l1.e j ail . ! 'hen LIe remained out to lead ' tb.e Patri 

S..§l'kar mov emen t, whic h of course is associ ated 'Iii th N ana 

P atiJ. . and Kisan Veer more. Veer was a very importa.nt 

1 e ader of the movemen t. When I waS out si de , it was my 

'" duty to s ee that he was well reoeived and acqur-nted h im 

wi th the 1 atest developments. 

It became rather difficul t sometimes 

to live in the di strict because the P)lice pressure waS 

mounting. I '.'lent to Bombay, Poona and got in touch with 

1 aader s. The only 1 eader W:10 kept in touch 'in th us 1iaS 

Anna. s:';...fJ.i b ;:)a.h.d.srdOudh8. He used to tour the districts and 

meet us an d l~ alk to us . I met him in Bombay . I met S.M. 

Joshi and Nand! S3-hib Gorayonce. thou .ah I want ed to me et 
'? 
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.L'aile d . The only n ati onal 1 e a der 

I met in BoobeS ,·:;:;.s Dr Lohia, because it 'NaS e2.sy to meet 

him . He '/,'9S a very nice, frie~a.ly 2nd. fee.r'less p erson. He 

"{h ;."t did you discuss with him? 

Chavan : I told him about t he activities in the ----

district s , vlf1.ich he encouraged . 

~harma : Your first i mpression of hi m was r ather 

f c~v our abl e? 

'£h a V &1 : Very 2:'avouL'aole because meeting a man 

of hi s stature in those Qi1"ficul t da~rs 'NaS rather impr essivE 

He waS the onl ;y- n 2.ti 011 21 1 eader, I had con t aC ts in 

Bomb ay . 

~harma : I reme mber y our lr.st tribute to him a", 

the elec t ric crematori um. I was one of t hose wno li s tened 

to y ou t here . 

Chavan : - I was impressed by th e man 's symp athy , 

friendship ,comradeshi p and simplici ty--pot that sort o f air 

of bei ng an un der gr oun dIe ader. 

Sha:r.' ma: How did you manage your fina-l1ces? 

Ch av 2.n : Well, p eoIlle gave money . We did not 

need much finances, as a matter of fac t. We were fed by 

the people . They gave us transport also whenever we wante c. 

Sometimes Vie went by a bUllock-cart or a motor-cyCle. 

MostlY we tr avelled on foot. The question of finances c ame 
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been _~rresTed. .30 li.e l.ete.! "to 51'S::':) f ren tVlenty-five to 

Central Jirector~te~ 

Chovun; io , at least 1 di d not ;et . 

bhai had ~ade a distinction between viclence tc life and 

V 2C len ce to ~rGpe rty . .oi d you c bse rve su ch a di stin ction-( 

':::havan; I tried to . 1 th :n k it is in gove rn ment 

records. Somebody who ~aS look ing into tte records tole 

me about this a few mcnths 3g0 . 1 ""as follewing this 

technj~ue that sabotage yes, agajnst government f-'rq:'ert'}-' , 

net against human life. This WaS scmething ~h ich emerged 

as a res L: lt of ou r discuss j on with cur f riends . :here Wa S 

one co mrcd e c f mine named Dr sohani,_ who Wa S work ing in 

anothe r di strict. nS I wa s lead in g the district movement, 

J wrote a letter to him, in which I said; We will have tc 

observe thes e two ljmitations, it sabot age will have be done 

first, we must not hurt any humdn life; seccndly, we must n ot' 

taKe any priv ate p r cperty . ~..Je should attack pu blic pro pe rt y 

and cove rnmen t pr e, pe rty 
::.J 

only. Dr So hani felt 

this letter to be very im ~ortant. So with that letter 

he was travelljng at night in a train when he wa s 
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arrested. So thi:3 letter is in record sOIT!ewhe.ce. I .Jas 

consciouslY tryiYlb to conve~ t::is to friends. ,'[hen I he ar 

that t hi2 letter i s there, I ':a::i rather pl ease ... ntl.y sur pris . 

and I said: Ey memor~l- is still~ood . 

Sh e,x'ma: r:lha t me Eh'1S , l1 8')'01 e in c. e"1en d en tly c eme 

to t :lis c onclusion? 

There wer e c er t ain pr ac ti c a: di ' c" - .l.1-

cul ties about it . T hey wOL,ld 82..Y ; 'lake private :"lI'oper ty . 

Then peoDle wOL~ld start stealing things f r om everybody • 

.l'>.n d I was a::'r ai d that if we di d ~'lOt take care of human li i 

the p eople would start taking private issues , eXploi ting 

t his for poli'tical pur~)oses , and the:~::e woul d be division 

amongst them. Thi.;., was the r eali ty of t hat ti me • But 

thi s waS c han;ed when the Patri Sarkar move~!lent Calle . 

Could you tell us whether the opera- :, 

t ions under you and your f'tiends i n Mah al' ashtra had any 

revolutional.'y philosophy behind it or were these stray 

acts of violen c e onl y ? 

Chavan : No, i was not merel y v i olence f or ---
violence sake . I t waS a re v ol u t i '-mary r e sistance movemen · 

to weak:en the Government whe~ it was engaged in war effor 

We wan te d to weaken i t and se e that the administration 

collapsed . That was the basic poli tiCal a!-1proach behin d,) 

it. 

:::>harma: '1'he technique '.vas also •••. 
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Chavan : Technique developed. I Wa s arrested 

in May 1943, :.l:hat is o,a8 C~'lc:~pter 0:( 'the mo 'ernen1;. After 

t n !:ct, t~e P atri ~e.r kar mcv 5r.J.8:1 t in Sat ar a bee arne violent. 

I was not a par tici p2nt in -chc,t mov::::ll ent. 

later on ','12S thE.t, the Gover~1i;le,lt sterted to find ita OWrl 

b a se in t!1e viII ages a .. d t O'i'ln s . ::>0 those who were delJend-

ing 0:1 1h~ Governr::ent, st.?..2:'ted giving inrorllation and 

acted un d er t~1e :pressure of the Government. So it was 

necessary to cr eate some sort of fear in their mind. Then 

t hey thought ttl8.t it waS better 'oecause people who gained. 

m01'e, we:'e under the intI Ll.c:1ce ot the pr o-Govcrnr.len t 

elements. So our peo:}le started enforcing prohibit::'on ai'ld 

brought it about ::'n large areaS . There were many centres 

where li Quor used to be produced. 

That W2.c3 the t:radition in our area • . 

If th ~y found th a~ any 'oody WE'.S 'ioing the.t, they used to gc: 

8...'I1d be a t him . The Patri Sark8,r' 3 or der s were l8..rgly 

obeyed. So there was an atmosphere of fe 'ar . Those who 

gave information to the Government ",.;ere trai tors to the 

reSistance movement . So they were to be punished . The 

go ondas or expl oi tors in t he Villages used to be prosecut' 

Thi :; was t heir programme " 

They gave a kind of rough and ready 

justice . 

Chavan: That i s right. If the y knew th at 

somebody Vias doing injustice to the poor people, they 

used to ask for explaJlation from him . If explanation wa 
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dharCla: . 
Chavan : ----
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they would punish him . 

An d ther e waS t he Pr a ti Sarkar al so? 

I do not lmow why i twas cc.lled like'l 

that. The i dea was to cre ate a parallel authori ty or 

Governmen t. It was called Prati Sarkar. It waS an old 

fashion in my district to be a t a person in such a way that 

no proof was found . The y used to beat him on the soles r 

And this was known as given :g,atri to the mall. Patri is 

a sort of nail ,!Vhich is "Out on to ho of of hor se' or ,bullock. 

Marathi it is called patrie It b ::,caCle popl)~arly known as 

the Patri Sark2.r. 

How were you arr est e d in 19431-

£h av an : In 1943, when I wa s away my e1 der 

brother died. My wife waS in j ail. .And it had shocked 

her and she used to g e t fi t s, whi cn 1 at er became a psycho: 

gical case. So she was in her parent's house. When I WB. 

in Poona, somebodY. t 01 d me th a t she waS on the deathbed. 

I do no t know why, but I fel t thcvt I had done injustice 

to her. Vlithin one and a half months of marriage, I was 

separ a ted from her. She went to jail, but I did not 

inquire about her. How myel der brother was no more. 

'.rhe other eleer brother was still in jail. She was rele t 
) 

becaus e she s tar ted getting fi ts in jail. And my par en ' 

in-1 aw wer e al so no t ther e , but my y-oung er br other-in-l a 

and her auntie were there who fook her to her parents ho 

Vihen I got thi s news th at e-gen in that family there was 



_. 90 -

nobody to look after her, in <.1 'Neal<. mcment J . decided to 

go an 0. s e e her. I man a ge d e. l'riend' s car from Poona an d 

le ft foI' Ph 2.1tan. But YJhat h ap pened on the was, the motor-

car got punctured and inste2.d o f r' '::'e,chi n g early in the 

ni ght , we reached lal. e at n i gl t, p~cactic allY early in t he 

mornin g . So I had no al t ern a t i ve bu t to stay there 

for t tle whole da,::/. It went ~8.inst my entire plan of 

me eting her and. 1 eaving her in the V;::;I:y early morning. 

Whil e I was sitting beside my ailin ; young vvife , some 

people could guess my presence t here . L a ter on somebody 

s ta,Yin g there betra.ye.d.3y 4 d cleck in the afternoon , 

the pol t ce c arne and arr ~ ste d me . 

Sharm a : _._- Where weTe you lodged in? 

Chav an : ----- I was in a lockup for some time til l 

the nr osecuti on start ed. I was Convicted a..'1d sent to , 

yeravda. Though t hey tr ied but coul d not .find a...~Y seriou : 

c harge against me. So t he y prosecuted me for a speech I 

h a d delivt:red at some place and sen"tenced :ne only to . six 

months . I was r.el e;;;:.s e.d after six months. After my rele a 

th e~i l ealise d that by mL,take I V-ie,S releas ed. So they 

again arreste d me and put me under detention . After my 

arr est, they didn't' . think nec essary to keep pres sure 

on my el der b rother who was in jail and had de.veloped T . B 

So he waS reI ease d. In tbe beginnin g of 1945, I al S O carr. 

'out on p2..r ol e to look after him . By that t ime movement 

had somewhat relapsed. 
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